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Sitting  Liberty 
The  Christian  Gobrecht  Catalogue  Raisonne 

by 

Len  Augsburger 


Christian  Gobrecht  (1785-1844),  fourth  engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint,  began 
his  professional  career  in  Baltimore  and  later  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  in  the 
mid-1 830s  he  engraved  the  first  representations  of  the  Liberty  Seated  figure  used  on 
American  coinage.  Prior  to  his  association  with  the  United  States  Mint,  Gobrecht 
produced  a  number  of  other  works  including  medal  dies,  graphical  engravings,  and 
various  mechanical  contraptions. 

Charles  Gobrecht  Darrach  (1846-1927),  grandson  of  Christian  Gobrecht,  greatly 
admired  the  works  of  his  grandfather  and  did  much  to  create  a  lasting  remembrance 
of  his  life  and  work  as  an  engraver.  In  1906,  Darrach  authored  the  first  significant 
biography  of  Gobrecht,  published  in  The  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography.  A  second  biography  of  Gobrecht  followed  in  The  Numismatist,  Decem- 
ber 1911,  unattributed,  but  likely  authored  by  Darrach  as  well.  About  the  same  time, 
Darrach  prepared  a  catalogue  raisonne,  or  comprehensive  listing,  of  the  collected 
works  of  Gobrecht,  which  today  is  preserved  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
along  with  the  personal  papers  of  Christian  Gobrecht.  While  Darrach  was  not  a 
numismatist,  he  ably  researched  his  grandfather's  oeuvre  with  the  resources  at 
hand,  most  notably  the  collection  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  along 
with  numismatic  contacts  in  Philadelphia  and  other  Gobrecht  family  connections. 
While  the  Darrach  investigation  was  an  excellent  start,  it  missed  some  of  Gobrecht's 
early  work  in  Baltimore  and  completely  failed  to  mention  his  work  on  embossed 
leather  covers.  Still,  the  Darrach  catalogue  raisonne  was  original  for  the  time  and 
remains  useful  today.  This  review  numbers  the  Darrach  entries  which  are  not 
numbered  in  the  catalog  itself  and  builds  upon  the  original  annotations  by  Darrach. 
References  to  "Darrach"  indicate  the  Darrach  notes  in  the  catalogue  raisonne  unless 
specifically  noted. 
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Graphical  Engravings 

Prior  to  the  age  of  photography  and  mass-produced  illustrations  via  lithographic 
methods,  publishers  were  forced  to  turn  to  engravers  in  order  to  include  images  in 
their  books  and  periodicals.  Gobrecht  worked  on  copper  plates,  in  which  a  reverse 
image  of  the  desired  result  was  incised  into  the  metal.  Known  as  intaglio  printing,  ink 
is  then  forced  into  the  incisions,  the  surface  of  the  copper  plate  is  wiped  clean,  and 
then  paper  is  pressed  onto  the  plate  in  order  to  produce  the  final  result.  At  a  young 
age,  Gobrecht  devised  a  method  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  creating  the  reversed 
image.  "If  you  would  engrave  a  copper  plate  backwards  for  to  print" ,  Gobrecht  writes 
in  1794  in  a  sketchbook  preserved  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  "Take 
a  piece  of  transparent  paper,  write  what  you  would  engrave,  and  then  if  you  turn  the 
paper  it  will  be  on  backwards;  now  take  a  piece  of  this  top  paper;  make  it  red  on  one 
side  with  red  chalk,  turn  and  lay  on  your  paper,  where  is  wrote  on  the  red  side  towards 
the  plate  [unclear] ,  take  a  piece  of  ivory  that  is  not  very  sharp  and  begin  to  trail  it  down 
and  you  will  see  it  on  the  plate  backwards.  Invented  myself." 

Gobrecht  likely  executed  woodcuts  as  well,  which  also  require  reverse  images.  In 
the  woodcut,  the  image  is  left  in  relief  on  the  wood  while  the  remainder  of  the  wood 
block  is  chipped  and  carved  away  by  the  engraver.  Typically  soft  wood  is  used  in 
order  to  ease  the  creation  of  the  woodcut,  but  this  has  the  disadvantage  of  not  being 
durable  for  a  high  number  of  impressions.  Harder  woods  can  be  used,  but  these 
have  the  disadvantage  of  coming  in  smaller  sizes,  and  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
join  together  several  blocks  to  produce  the  entire  image.  In  any  event,  none  of  the 
Gobrecht  copper  plates  or  woodcuts  are  known  to  exist  today.  However,  the  images 
were  reproduced  on  paper,  and  many  of  the  books  and  periodicals  containing  these 
impressions  are  extant.  Following  is  an  enumeration  of  Gobrecht  graphical  engrav- 
ings as  noted  in  the  Darrach  catalog. 

Darrach-1.  Engraving  of  George  Washington,  Athenaeum  Head.  Hart-382, 
Baker-234,  Stauffer-1 1 16.  Darrach  noted  the  Baker  reference  (1880)  but  was 
apparently  unaware  of  Hart  (1904).  Darrach  would  have  also  appreciated  Hart's 
enumeration  of  Thomas  Sully's  paintings,  prepared  in  1 909,  Sully  of  course  being  an 
artistic  collaborator  on  the  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  celebrated 
painter  of  Washington,  created  several  popular  images  of  the  first  President,  one 
known  as  the  "Athenaeum  Head",  used  on  the  modern  one  dollar  note,  and  others 
including  the  "Vaughan"  and  "Lansdowne"  types.  Darrach  located  this  particular 
Athenaeum-style  engraving  in  J.  Kingston's  New  American  Biographical  Dictionary, 
published  in  Baltimore  in  1810,  where  Gobrecht  briefly  lived  before  moving  to 
Philadelphia.  The  Washington  entry  in  Kingston  is  the  longest  of  any  in  the  work,  a 
reflection  of  the  newborn  Republic's  profound  respect  for  this  Founding  Father.  It 
concludes,  "for  the  sake  of  a  nation's  honor  and  a  nation's  joy!",  the  text  "a  nation's 
joy"  being  echoed  beneath  the  Gobrecht  engraving  here. 

The  present  author  examined  a  copy  of  this  work  in  the  New  York  Public  Library 
and  discovered  that  the  engraving  had  been  excised  from  the  volume,  a  not 
uncommon  defect  encountered  in  antiquarian  books,  the  engravings  being  prized 
in  an  age  prior  to  mass  photography.  Fortunately  another  copy,  with  engraving 
intact,  was  located  at  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  in  Baltimore.  Darrach  notes  a 
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Darrach-1 .  George  Washington,  A  Nation's  Joy 


5 


military  decoration  on  Washington's  left  lapel,  the  "Order  of  the  Cincinnati",  this 
being  an  organization  of  officers  in  the  American  and  French  military,  of  which 
Washington  himself  was  the  first  President.  Washington's  Cincinnati  decoration, 
which  passed  to  the  family  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  was  recently  auctioned  by  | 
Sotheby's  for  $5,305,000.  Darrach  indicated  this  engraving  was  rare.  Warner  and  I 
Hanna,  the  Baltimore  publishers,  issued  a  second  edition  of  this  work  in  1 811 ,  using  I 
an  alternate  illustration  of  Washington,  by  the  engraver  Edwin.  Gobrecht's  Washing- 
ton almost  seems  to  frown,  and  perhaps  the  publishers  found  another  version  more 
appealing.  Warner  and  Hanna  also  used  Gobrecht  for  other  engravings  which  are  > 
unmentioned  in  Darrach.  These  are  found  in  the  volumes  The  Baltimore  Spelling 
Book  and  A  Key  to  French  Conversation  and  French  Idiom,  both  printed  about  the 
same  time  as  the  Kingston  work. 

Darrach-2.   Engraving  of  George  Washington,  Athenaeum  Head.  Hart-383, 
Baker-235,  Stauffer-1 1 1 5.  "Drawn  by  B.  Trott",  "Engraved  by  Gobrecht"  at  bottom  I 
of  engraving.  Darrach  noted  an  appearance  of  this  engraving  in  a  Philadelphia  sale  | 
conducted  by  Davis  &  Harvey,  3/1 4/1 902,  Lot  940.  This  sale  was  catalogued  by  Stan  i 
V.  Henkels,  who  authored  a  number  of  auction  catalogs  of  books  and  engravings  for 
Davis  &  Harvey  during  this  era.  Darrach  dates  the  engraving  to  1821  and  indicates 
that  it  appeared  in  Abraham  Rees's  Cyclopedia,  or  Universal  Dictionary  of  Art  \ 
(Darrach-12).    However,  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia  copy  of  Rees's 
Cyclopedia  (volume  XXXIX)  includes  not  this  engraving,  but  another  version  of 
Washington  by  Longacre.  Like  Darrach-1 ,  it  is  possible  that  a  subsequent  edition  of 
the  Cyclopedia  included  the  Gobrecht  version,  which  is  grander  in  scope  than  the  | 
Longacre.  That  the  engraving  exists  is  clear,  as  it  is  the  most  common  of  the  ] 
Gobrecht  Washington  engravings  and  appears  periodically  on  eBay.  This  particular  i 
version  of  Washington  has  been  attributed  in  some  places  to  Kingston's  Dictionary 
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Darrach-2.  George  Washington  Darrach-3.  George  Washington 

Drawn  by  B.  Trott  The  Friend  of  Man 
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(Darrach-1),  as  in  Bowers  and  Ruddy  6/1975  (Scott  sale,  p.  32),  and  again  in  Rare 
Coin  Review  #126  (November-December  1998).  The  above  descriptions  and 
illustrations  should  clarify  the  matter. 


Darrach-3.  Engraving  of  Washington,  Athenaeum  Head.  Hart-384,  Stauffer- 
1117.  Unlisted  in  Baker,  though  Darrach  has  the  note  "Baker  Folio",  which  is  unclear 
to  this  writer.  The  engraving  is  titled  "George  Washington,  Esqr  /  The  Friend  of  Man" . 
The  engraving  appears  as  the  frontispiece  of  "The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
According  to  the  Latest  Amendments",  published  in  Gettysburg,  1811.  Darrach-3  is 
stylistically  closer  to  Darrach-1,  again  hinting  at  a  frown  in  Washington's  face. 
Darrach-2,  which  almost  certainly  was  executed  later  than  the  others,  is  Gobrecht's 
best  effort  at  Washington  engravings. 

Darrach-4a,b.  Christian  Gobrecht  Self  Portraits.  Darrach  describes  it  as  a 
"copper  plate".  The  Gobrecht  papers  at  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
contain  two  self  portraits,  both  described  as  "print  from  etching  on  mica".  Gobrecht, 
who  from  early  on  showed  an  interest  in  transferring  images  from  one  media  to 
another,  may  very  well  have  created  these  same  images  in  multiple  formats. 
Gobrecht's  childhood  sketchbook  describes  a  technique  to  transfer  a  drawing  to  a 
copper  engraving  plate,  as  noted  above.  Later  on  he  became  fascinated  with  the 
problem  of  medal-ruling,  that  is,  a  mechanical  means  of  converting  a  three  dimen- 
sional medal  into  a  two  dimensional  representation  (Darrach-29). 

Darrach-5.  Engraving  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Darrach  noted  an  example  of  this 
engraving  in  the  Davis  and  Harvey  sale  of  3/1 4/1 902,  Lot  723.  After  much  searching 
a  copy  of  this  catalog  was  located  in  the  Smithonian,  though  unfortunately  the 
volumefalls  into  a  class  which  Dave  Bowers  described  in  Bass  I,  Lot  6,  "the  catalogue 
is  best  described  as  hard  to  find  if  you  want  one,  not  necessarily  valuable  when 
located."  The  Davis  and  Harvey  auction  rooms,  incidentally,  were  also  used  by 


Darrach  4a.  Christian  Gobrecht 
Self  Portrait 


Darrach  4b.  Christian  Gobrecht 
Self  Portrait 
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Philadelphia  coin  dealers  Samuel  and  Henry  Chapman  (Darrach-19).  In  any  case, 
Lot  723  is  unplated  and  catalogued  as  follows.  "FRANKLIN.  Portrait  engraved  by 
Gobrecht.  With  original  autograph  of  B.  Franklin  pasted  on  beneath."  This,  Darrach- 
5,  is  probably  the  same  image  as  the  following,  Darrach-6. 

Darrach-6.  Engraving  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Stauffer-1 110.  Darrach  noted  an 
example  in  the  Davis  and  Harvey  sale  of  3/14/1902,  Lot  725,  there  catalogued  as, 
"BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  LLD.  [Doctor  of  Laws],  F.R.S.  [Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society]. 
C.  Gobrecht  sc.  [sculpsit,  or  engraved  it],  after  D.  Martin".  Benjamin  Franklin  was 
taken  with  the  Martin  painting  from  1766,  enough  so  to  order  a  replica  for  himself. 
Darrach  noted  that  the  engraving  was  included  in  Delaplaine's  Repository  in 
Philadelphia  in  1815.  The  New  York  Public  Library  copy  of  the  Repository  indeed 
contains  a  Franklin  engraving  based  on  the  Martin  painting,  but  this  example  is 
signed  by  Longacre,  no  doubt  the  same  Longacre  who  succeeded  Gobrecht  as  the 
Chief  Engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint.  Other  copies,  from  the  Library  Company  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  also  contain  the  Longacre 
version.  As  in  Darrach-1  or  Darrach-2,  other  editions  of  the  Repository  may  have 
included  different  engravings.  Alternatively,  Darrach  may  simply  have  been  mis- 
taken as  to  the  source,  since  this  engraving  does  appear  in  Volume  XV  of  Rees's 
Cyclopedia  (Darrach-1 2). 

Darrach-7.  St.  Peter's  Seal.  Darrach's  biography  of  Gobrecht  (1906)  indicates 
that  this  was  executed  for  St.  Peter's  Church  in  Philadelphia.  St.  Peter's  was  founded 
in  1 761  and  served  as  a  place  of  worshipfor  many  of  the  Founding  Fathers,  including 
George  Washington.  Charles  Willson  Peale  (Darrach-1 7)  is  buried  there.  This  image 
has  not  been  located;  a  contact  at  St.  Peter's  was  unaware  of  the  engraving. 
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Darrach-8.  John  Milton  Seal.  A  paper  Impression  is  noted  in  the  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania.  Darrach's  biography  of  Gobrecht  (1906)  indicates  that  this  was 
created  for  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  currently 
known  as  the  Overland  School  for  the  Blind.  This  image  has  not  been  located  by  this 
author. 

Darrach-9.  Benjamin  S.  Barton  Engraving.  Stauffer-11 09.  This  appeared  in  the 
April,  1 81 6  number  of  the  Port  Folio,  a  Philadelphia  publication.  The  Port  Folio  was 
one  of  the  more  illustrated  periodicals  of  the  day  and  attracted  a  wealth  of  engraving 
talent.  Barton  (1766-1815)  was  a  physician  and  professor  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  Also  an  expert  in  botany,  Barton  counseled  Meriwether  Lewis  prior  to 
the  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clark  and  personally  examined  many  of  the  specimens 
returned  by  the  pair  following  their  western  exploration.  More  numismatically,  Barton 
was  a  nephew  of  the  first  Director  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  David  Rittenhouse  (Darrach-13), 
and  in  fact  published  a  biography  of  Rittenhouse  in  1813. 

Darrach-10.  Thomas  Baldwin  Engraving.  Stauffer-1 108.  Baldwin  (1753-1826) 
was  the  minister  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Boston,  and  the  editor  of  the 
American  Baptist  Magazine.  This  engraving  has  not  been  located  but  probably  was 
published  at  some  point  in  the  American  Baptist  Magazine.  Darrach  did  not  specify 
his  source  except  to  say  that  the  engraving  was  from  Boston  and  originally  painted 
by  Doyle,  probably  one  William  M.  S.  Doyle,  a  portraitist  in  Boston. 

Darrach-1 1 .  Rev.  Andrew  Fuller  Engraving.  Stauffer-1  111.  Probably  featured  in 
the  American  Baptist  Magazine,  May  1819,  per  Edgar.  Fuller  (1754-1815)  was  a 
prominent  Baptist  minister  and  theologian  in  England,  and  probably  knew  Baldwin 
(Darrach-10)  by  correspondence,  if  not  personally.  Fuller  is  noted  in  one  source  as 
strongly  endorsing  theological  positions  put  forth  by  Baldwin.  As  is  the  case  with 
Darrach-1 2  and  Darrach-13,  a  publisher  (Baldwin,  Darrach-10)  featured  a  Gobrecht 
engraving  of  some  character,  and  then  himself  became  a  Gobrecht  engraving 
subject.  The  engraving  was  based  on  a  painting  by  Medley  per  the  Stauffer 
description. 

Darrach-1 2.  Abraham  Rees  Engraving.  Stauffer-1 1 12.  This  engraving  appeared 
as  the  frontispiece  in  Volume  I  of  Rees's  Cyclopedia,  or  Universal  Dictionary  of  Art. 
The  Cyclopedia  was  a  multiple  volume  emission  released  piecemeal  over  a  period 
of  about  twenty  years,  beginning  in  the  early  1 800s  in  England.  An  American  edition 
followed,  published  by  Samuel  Bradford  of  Philadelphia,  consisting  of  forty-one 
volumes  of  text  and  six  volumes  of  plates.  Gobrecht  contributed  to  the  plates, 
including  this  portrait  of  Rees  and  several  others.  Early  encyclopedias  were 
controversial  affairs,  often  written  from  an  anti-establishment  perspective.  One  such 
effort  was  banned  by  the  French  state  in  the  1 750s,  only  to  resume  several  years  later. 
Even  in  Gobrecht's  time  the  works  were  still  thought  of  as  subversive.  The  publisher 
had  an  interesting  "hook"  to  encourage  subscribers  to  acquire  the  whole  set.  "At  the 
end  of  publication  will  be  delivered  an  elegant  Frontis  piece,  the  dedication,  preface, 
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and  proper  title  pages  for  the  different  volumes",  according  to  a  broadside  issued 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  series. 

Darrach-13.  David  Rittenhouse  Engraving.  Stauffer-1113.  This  engraving  was 
based  on  the  original  portrait  by  Charles  Willson  Peale  (Darrach-17).  One  of 
America's  foremost  scientists,  Rittenhouse  (1732-1796)  was  appointed  the  first 
Director  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  1 792.  Gobrecht  and  Rittenhouse  were  both  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  cut  their  teeth  as  clockmakers,  and  early  on  demonstrated  superior 
mechanical  abilities.  Rittenhouse  eventually  made  his  mark  in  mathematics  and 
astronomy,  producing  a  number  of  scientific  instruments  including  a  telescope,  one 
of  the  first  constructed  in  the  United  States.  Rittenhouse  was  a  professor  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  served  as  a  munitions  engineer  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  This  engraving  appears  in  Rees's  Cyclopedia  (Darrach-12),  Volume 
XXXI,  and  again  in  Atkinson's  Casket,  a  Philadelphia  periodical,  in  June  1835.  This 
edition  of  the  Casket  contained  a  biography  of  Rittenhouse  derived  from  the  Barton 
(Darrach-9)  research. 

Darrach-14.  Engraving  of  Benjamin  Rush,  M.D.  Stauffer-1 1 14.  The  engraving 
was  based  on  a  portrait  by  Sully,  again  connecting  Gobrecht  with  the  artist 
responsible  for  early  sketches  of  Seated  coinage.  Rush  was  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  He  served  as  a  surgeon  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  later  rendered  great  service  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  during  the  yellow  fever 
epidemic  of  1 793,  the  same  outbreak  that  forced  the  new  U.S.  Mint  on  Seventh  Street 
to  close  for  a  time.  Rush  was  politically  connected,  friends  with  Benjamin  Franklin, 
and  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  state  convention  which  ratified  the  U.S.  Consti- 
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tution  in  1787.  This  engraving  appears  in  Rees's  Cyclopedia  (Darrach-12),  Volunne 
XXXII.  Stauffer  also  indicates  that  the  engraving  was  used  in  Atkinson's  Casket, 
though  the  date  is  unnoted. 

Darrach-1 5.  Darrach's  entry  notes  that  "C.  Gobrecht  engraved  sonne  of  the  plates 
for  S.  F.  Bradford's  Edition  of  the  New  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  Philadelphia  18 — 
".  Darrach  probably  refers  to  "Parker  &  Delaplaine's  American  Edition  of  the  New 
Edinburgh  Encyclopedia",  a  seventeen  volume  work  published  piecemeal  from 
1 81 2  to  1 831  in  Philadelphia,  as  noted  in  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia  online 
catalog.  This  author  has  not  yet  seen  a  full  copy  of  this  work.  The  Library  Company 
of  Philadelphia  has  Volume  XIV  only,  which  does  not  appear  to  contain  any  Gobrecht 
engravings.  S.  F.  Bradford  was  actually  the  publisher  of  Rees's  Cyc/oped/a  (Darrach- 
12),  while  one  Edward  Parker  is  noted  as  the  publisher  of  the  New  Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia  in  the  Library  Company  copy  of  Volume  XIV. 

Dies  for  Coins,  Toltens,  IVIedals,  and  Embossed  Paper 

Gobrecht  created  dies  for  medals,  coins,  and  other  objects,  including  an  em- 
bossed paper  used  for  presentation  purposes.  Gobrecht  also  created  dies  for 
embossed  leather  bookbindings.  Darrach  was  unaware  of  these,  and  the  reader  is 
referred  to  Edwin  Wolf's  American  Embossed  Leather  Bindings,  which  covers  the 
subject  in  detail.  Besides  Gobrecht,  the  mint  engraver  James  B.  Longacre  also 
created  dies  for  these  attractive  bindings. 

Darrach-1 6.  Franklin  Institute  Award  Medal,  1824.  Julian  AM-1 7.  "After  Sully", 
per  Darrach,  no  doubt  referring  to  a  portrait  of  Benjamin  Franklin  painted  by  Thomas 
Sully,  an  important  early  American  portraitist.  Beyond  portraits.  Sully  painted 
Passage  of  the  Delaware,  thought  by  some  to  be  an  inspiration  for  Emanuel  Leutze's 
iconic  Washington  Crossing  the  Delaware  painted  in  1 851 .  Sully  is  also  credited  with 
early  drawings  of  the  Seated  Liberty  obverse  design  ultimately  adopted  by  Gobrecht. 


Darrach  16.  Franklin  Institute  Award  Medal 
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The  Franklin  Institute  was  one  of  numerous  19""  century  concerns  promoting 
technological  advances  in  science  and  commerce.  Julian  notes  that  their  first 
exhibition  was  held  in  October,  1824.  Gobrecht  was  active  at  the  Franklin  Institute, 
serving  on  committees  for  premiums  and  exhibitions  and  inventions.  These  were 
natural  appointments,  Gobrecht  having  a  great  interest  in  the  mechanic  arts. 
Gobrecht  was  listed  as  the  Institute's  curator,  per  the  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute 
in  1830. 


The  American  portraitist  John  Neagle  corresponded  with  Gobrecht  on  this  medal, 
as  cited  in  the  191 1  Darrach  biography  of  Gobrecht,  stating,  "I  am  delighted  with  it, 
and  as  a  specimen  of  art,  am  proud  to  acknowledge  it  from  the  hands  of  a  friend.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  giving  it  a  severe  test  by  comparing  it  in  one  hand,  with  the 
same  head  by  the  celebrated  [Augustin]  Dupre  in  the  other  [referring  to  the  Dupre 
FRANKLIN  NATUS  BOSTON  medal  of  1784],  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  surpasses  the  other  very  far  in  merit.  Yours  has  more  of  the  j 
genuine  character  of  our  great  philosopher  and  statesman.  I  could  point  out  many  , 
great  beauties  over  the  other,  and  many  more  truths  in  yours,  but  I  forbear  till  I  have  I 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you". 

Darrach-17.  Peale's  Museum  Admission  Token,  1821.  Julian  UN-23.  Darrach 
noted  a  cast  copy  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Charles  Willson  Peale 
was  an  important  early  American  painter,  known  especially  for  portraits.  His  work 
forms  a  virtual  "Who's  Who"  of  colonial  America,  including  portraits  of  Washington, 
Franklin,  and  Jefferson.  More  germane  to  this  particular  token,  Peale  founded  the  , 
first  major  museum  in  the  United  States,  known  as  Peale's  Museum  and  located  in  ] 
Independence  Hall  in  Philadelphia.  The  Museum  housed  many  of  Peale's  works,  \ 
plus  other  natural  and  scientific  curiosities  such  as  the  skeleton  of  a  mastodon. 
Gobrecht  must  have  felt  honored  when  called  upon  to  engrave  a  bust  of  Peale,  a 
famous  artist.  The  association  with  Gobrecht  did  not  end  with  the  creation  of  this 
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token.  Peale's  son  Titian  drew  early  prototype  sketches  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse 
of  the  Gobrecht  dollar.  Thus,  the  Darrach-16  and  Darrach-17  pieces  demonstrate 
connections  between  Gobrecht  and  the  artists  with  whom  he  collaborated  on  Liberty 
Seated  coinage,  going  back  as  far  as  the  1820s. 

Darrach-18.  Massachusettes  Charitable  Mechanics  Association  Award  Medal, 
1837.  Julian  AM-33.  Like  Darrach-16,  these  medals  were  awarded  in  conjunction 
with  exhibitions  and  fairs  conducted  by  the  issuing  institutions.  Dies  for  this  medal 
were  engraved  in  1837  in  connection  with  the  MCMA  fair  of  the  same  year.  Julian 
indicates  that  they  were  struck  by  the  U.S.  mint  as  late  as  1891 ,  and  further  noted 
examples  in  silver  and  gold.  Auction  appearances  of  gold  examples  include  Bowers 
&  Ruddy  Scott  6/1975:657,  Stack's  Ford  V  10/2004:277  and  Heritage  6/2006:4817. 
The  American  Bank  Note  Company,  or  possibly  a  predecessor  firm,  at  some  point 
apparently  produced  a  two-dimensional  engraving  of  this  medal,  a  proof  impression 
of  the  engraving  being  sold  in  2007  as  part  of  the  American  Bank  Note  archives. 

Darrach-19.  Archimedes  Medal,  Award  Medal  for  the  New  England  Society  for 
Promotion  of  Manufacturers  and  Mechanic  Arts.  Julian  AM-55.  Darrach  discussed 
this  medal  with  one  of  the  Chapman  brothers,  well  known  Philadelphia  coin  dealers, 
indicating,  "Mr.  S.  Hudson  Chapman,  1348  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia,  says  that  this 
medal  is  the  best  example  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  work".  Darrach  noted  a  silver 
example  in  the  collection  of  Harriet  V.  Gobrecht,  wife  of  Darrach's  first  cousin  William 
Henry  Gobrecht,  and  a  bronze  example  in  the  Chapman  inventory.  Darrach  further 
notes,  "the  first  medal  struck  was  in  silver  -  awarded  to  C[hristian]  Gobrecht, 
February  4'^  1 828".  He  adds,  probably  copying  from  the  personalized  engraving  on 
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the  reverse  of  the  medal,  "that  the  silver  medal  of  the  Society  be  awarded  to  Mr.  C. 
Gobrecht  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  genius,  taste  and  skill  which  he  has  exercised  in 
execution  of  the  dies  therefore".  A  lovely  proof  example  in  silver  was  included  in  the 
Ford  IX  sale.  Lot  29,  which  sold  at  $1265. 

Darrach-20.  Charles  Carroll  Medal,  Julian  PE-6.  The  medal  commemorates 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Maryland,  "upon  entering  his  90'^  year",  a  backhanded 
way  of  acknowledging  Carroll's  89'*"  birthday  on  September  20'^  1826.  The  reverse 
of  the  medal  is  inscribed,  "THE  SURVIVING  SIGNER  OF  THE  DECLARATION  OF 
INDEPENDENCE  AFTER  THE  50TH  ANNIVERSARY",  an  allusion  to  the  fact  that  both 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  John  Adams  died  on  July  4'^  1 826,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  Declaration.  Darrach  noted  examples  in  copper  and  silver;  he  was  apparently 
unaware  of  several  gold  examples.  Stack's  Ford  V 1 0/2004  presented  a  sumptuous 
offering  of  Carroll  medals  in  Lots  220  through  228,  including  a  gold  specimen  which 
sold  for  $34,500.  The  Stack's  cataloguer  indicated  three  known  in  gold,  seventeen 
in  silver,  and  six  in  copper.  In  addition,  a  number  of  counterfeits,  likely  electrotypes, 
are  known,  a  silver  example  appearing  in  Ford  V,  Lot  228,  and  a  copper  example  in 
Woodward's  69'^  sale,  1 0/1 3/1 884,  Lot  1 260.  Darrach,  in  his  biography  of  Gobrecht 
(1 91 1 ),  noted  remarks  by  Carroll's  grandson,  "the  impressions  of  the  dies  you  sent 
me  were  very  much  admired  by  everyone  at  a  dinner  given  on  the  birthday  of  my 
grandfather,  and  pronounced  excellent.  R.  Gilmore  [almost  certainly  referring  to 
Robert  Gilmor,  an  antebellum  coin  and  medal  collector]  says  the  execution  of  it  is 
superior  to  the  one  he  had  executed  in  Europe  [likely  referring  to  a  personal  medal 
Gilmor  had  made  of  himself]". 

The  U.S.  Mint,  commissioned  by  the  Baltimore  Museum  of  Art,  created  copies 
from  the  original  Gobrecht  dies  and  restruck  the  Carroll  medal  in  1976.  These  can 
be  distinguished  by  the  added  date,  "1776-1976"  in  the  exergue.  The  Hanover 
Numismatic  Society  of  Hanover,  PA  also  reproduced  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the 
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Carroll  medal  in  their  series  of  Gobrecht  medals  which  ran  from  1966  to  1981 .  The 
Hanover  Carroll  pieces  are  dated  1976  and  1977,  coinciding  with  the  U.S.  mint 
restrikes. 

The  Carroll  medal  represents  another  connection  between  Gobrecht  and  the 
painter  Thomas  Sully,  who  generated  the  prototype  drawings  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
obverse.  Gobrecht  engraved  the  Carroll  dies  sometime  in  the  1820s,  while  the 
painter  Sully  would  execute  a  large  portrait  of  Carroll  in  1 834,  currently  on  display  in 
the  Maryland  State  House  in  Annapolis.  Indeed,  the  Maryland  Historical  Society  has 
a  letter  indicating  that  Sully  personally  approved  the  Gobrecht  dies. 

Darrach-21.  Unclear.  Darrach  notes  include  "1806",  "design  in  lead",  "founded 
1795",  and  "H.V.  Gobrecht",  most  likely  indicating  his  cousin's  wife  Harriet  V. 
Gobrecht,  the  same  individual  who  owned  Christian  Gobrecht's  personal  Archimedes 
medal  (Darrach-19).  The  reference  to  Harriet  V.  Gobrecht,  instead  of  her  husband 
Dr.  William  H.  Gobrecht,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  William  died  in  1901 ,  prior  to  the 
preparation  of  the  Darrach  catalog.  This  piece  here  may  be  a  Massachusettes 
Charitable  Mechanics  Association  (Darrach-18)  trial  piece  in  lead,  the  Association 
being  founded  in  1795  and  incorporated  in  1806. 

Darrach-22.  The  "Name  in  Field"  Gobrecht  dollar  (Judd-58,  Judd-59).  Darrach 
refers  to  it  as  a  "model",  apparently  not  being  familiar  with  the  term  "pattern".  This 
is  his  first  entry  specifically  dealing  with  Gobrecht's  work  on  federal  coinage. 
Gobrecht's  previous  medallic  work  was  executed  in  conjunction  with  the  U.S.  Mint, 
which  struck  medals  from  Gobrecht  dies.  In  search  of  additional  information  on 
Gobrecht's  contributions  to  U.S.  coinage,  Darrach  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Curator 
of  the  U.S.  Mint  on  January  31 , 1 902,  and  received  a  reply  from  Charles  Barber,  then 
engraver  at  the  mint.  The  exchange  is  as  follows: 

"Will  you  kindly  send  me  the  following  information?  During  what  period  was 
Christian  Gobrecht  (Engraver)  employed  atthe  U.S.  Mint,  and  in  what  capacity?  Who 
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was  his  predecessor?  What  coinage  was  designed  and  executed  by  him?  And  how 
long  were  his  designs  in  use.  Also  any  other  information  that  may  be  of  record 
relating  to  his  coins.  This  information  will  very  much  oblige  his  grandson.  [Signed] 
Charles  Gobrecht  Darrach." 

Barber  responded: 

"Mr.  Christian  Gobrecht  was  appointed  assistant  engraver  [some  sources  indi- 
cate the  title  'second  engraver']  to  Mr.  William  Kneass  in  the  year  1 836.  Mr.  Kneass 
died  [in]  1 840  and  Mr.  Gobrecht  was  appointed  engraver  and  held  office  until  1 844 
when  he  died  [on]  July  23.  As  Mr.  Gobrecht  was  a  coworker  with  Mr.  Kneass  it  is 
impossible  to  separate  their  work.  Changes  were  made  in  both  gold  and  silver  during 
the  time  these  gentlemen  held  office.  The  present  [Coronet  Type]  design  on  the 
Eagle  was  executed  in  1 838  and  the  Half  Eagle  [in]  1 839  during  Mr.  Kneass'  term  of 
office.  The  silver  dollar  of  1 838  some  claim  was  the  work  of  Mr.  Gobrecht  but  really 
there  is  no  authentic  record  of  the  work  executed  during  the  time  these  gentlemen 
were  in  the  Mint.  The  design  on  the  Eagle,  Half  Eagle,  and  Quarter  Eagle  is  the  same 
as  when  executed  about  1836  to  1840.  [Signed]  Charles  E.  Barber,  Engraver." 

Returning  to  the  "name  in  field"  Gobrecht  dollar,  this  remains  the  most  popular 
legend  regarding  Christian  Gobrecht.  The  story,  related  by  Philadelphia  dealer 
Edward  Cogan  in  the  June,  1 867  number  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics, 
indicated  that  the  first  eighteen  Gobrecht  dollars  were  struck  in  1 836  with  the  name 
of  the  engraver  prominently  appearing  in  the  field  between  the  base  of  Liberty  and 
the  date.  The  press  was  said  to  have  indignantly  labeled  Gobrecht  "the  conceited 
German",  at  which  point  the  name  was  removed  from  the  field  and  placed  more 
discreetly  upon  the  base  of  Liberty.  George  Escol  Sellers,  a  chronicler  of  early 
minting  technology,  later  corroborated  the  story.  "When  the  first  few  dollar  coins 
were  struck",  he  wrote,  "it  was  found  that  Gobrecht  had  taken  the  inexcusable  liberty 
of  placing  his  name  on  the  die,  which  became  conspicuous  on  the  coin,  and  the 
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coinage  had  to  be  stopped  until  it  could  be  obliterated".  Sellers  was  not  merely 
repeating  mythology.  A  grandson  of  Charles  Willson  Peale  (Darrach-1 7) ,  Sellers  was 
a  supplier  to  the  mint  in  the  1830s,  and  personally  acquainted  with  Gobrecht.  The 
Cogan  and  Sellers  accounts  notwithstanding,  contemporary  evidence  supporting 
the  "conceited  German"  theory  has  not  yet  been  located. 

Darrach-23.  The  "Name  on  Base"  Gobrecht  Dollar  (Judd-60  through  Judd-66). 
Darrach  apparently  was  not  aware  of  the  various  varieties  of  Gobrecht  dollars.  The 
2008  Redbook  notes  Gobrecht  dollars  struck  in  1836,  with  reverse  stars  about  the 
eagle  and  "C.  GOBRECHT  F."  at  the  base  of  the  Liberty.  For  1838  and  1839,  issues 
are  noted  with  no  reverse  stars,  and  the  designer's  name  is  now  omitted  on  the  base. 

John  Dannreuther  shed  new  light  on  these  coins  in  the  PCGS  Rare  Coin  Market 
Report  issues  of  October  and  November,  2007.  Carefully  studying  Gobrecht  dollars, 
Dannreuther  made  the  remarkable  discovery  that  some  1839  coins  showed  traces 
of  Gobrecht's  name,  now  effaced,  in  the  base  of  Liberty.  Further  study  of  these  pieces 
may  provide  some  additional  information  on  operations  at  the  mint  during  this 
period. 

Darrach-24.  Seated  Dollar.  Darrach  guessed  "about  1837?",  apparently  unaware 
of  any  references  indicating  that  this  series  was  struck  from  1840  to  1873.  The 
Darrach  notes  further  include  "Ob.  [obverse]  Sitting  Goddess  of  Liberty",  "13  stars", 
"Rev.  [reverse]  Heraldic  eagle",  and  "same  [illegible]  on  all  silver  coins",  the  last 
indicating  that  Darrach  was  familiar  with  the  remainder  of  the  denominations  on 
which  the  "Sitting  Liberty"  was  depicted. 

Darrach-25.  Half  Dollar  Pattern  (probably  Judd-72  through  Judd-75b,  1838). 
Darrach  described  it  as  "silver  half  dollar",  "bust  [of]  Liberty  with  Cap",  and  noted  that 
there  was  an  example  in  the  Chapman  inventory.  Darrach  guessed  at  the  timeframe 
of  production,  placing  it  "about  1836-1839?"  The  description  could  indicate  a  rare 
half  dollar  pattern  of  1 839,  either  Judd-99  or  Judd-1 00,  featuring  the  familiar  capped 
bust  obverse,  and  of  which  a  total  of  four  specimens  are  known.  It  seems  more  likely 
that  Darrach  had  seen  an  example  of  the  more  common  1838  pattern. 
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Darrach-26.  Gold  Dollar  Pattern  (Jucld-67to  Judd-71).  Darrach  again  called  this 
a  "model"  instead  of  a  pattern,  and  noted  that  there  was  an  example  in  the  Chapman 
inventory.  The  pattern  is  known  in  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  various  mixed  compo- 
sitions. Originally  struck  in  1 836,  restrikes  were  plainly  made  later,  as  one  interesting 
specimen  has  been  struck  over  an  1859  gold  dollar.  This  coin,  from  the  Wilkison 
Collection,  was  noted  in  the  Akers  work  on  gold  patterns  in  1 975.  The  specimen  later 
appeared  in  Auction  79:1 69  at  $6750,  Auction  '90:1 71 2  at  $26,000,  and  the  Superior 
ANA  8/2002:828  at  $23,000.  The  ANA  purchaser  indicated  that  the  piece  was  placed 
in  the  collection  of  "a  very  important  pattern  collector",  circa  2005.  Coincidentally, 
an  example  of  Darrach-23,  an  1 838  Gobrecht  dollar,  is  also  known  overstruck  on  an 
1 859  host  coin,  in  this  case  an  1 859  Seated  dollar.  Walter  Breen  first  mentioned  this 
piece  in  The  Numismatist,  May  1 957,  indicating  that  it  had  appeared  in  a  "recent  New 
York  auction",  almost  certainly  referring  to  Stack's  1 2/1 956: 1 1 88  at  $580.  The  same 
coin  appears  to  have  eventually  landed  in  the  Art  Kagin  Collection,  Dave  Bowers 
making  reference  to  it  in  ANR  3/2004:1 165. 

Darrach-27.  Unclear.  Darrach  notes  "flying  eagle  on  reverse",  "1856",  and 
"obverse  [illegible]  cent".  Darrach  probably  refers  to  the  1856  flying  eagle  cent, 
confusing  the  reverse  and  the  obverse  since  the  flying  eagle,  along  with  the  date,  are 
featured  on  the  obverse  of  this  type.  While  Gobrecht  did  not  engrave  the  dies  for  this 
coin,  the  flying  eagle  is  clearly  evocative  of  the  reverse  of  the  Gobrecht  dollar. 

Darrach-28.  "Die  Impress  of  Flowers".  This  dates  to  1826  and  served  as  an 
embossed  presentation  page  which  could  be  tipped  into  a  gifted  volume.  Darrach 
noted,  "this  was  used  as  a  blank  dedication  page  in  front  of  a  book  to  be  filled  out 
with  pen". 


Mechanical  Devices 


Darrach-29a.  IVIedal  Ruling  Darrach-29b.  Alexander  Medal 

of  Alexander  Medal 
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Darrach-29.  Medal  Ruling  Device,  used  on  Alexander  of  Russia  Medal.  Gobrecht 
invented  a  medal  ruling  machine  1 81 7,  a  device  used  to  mechanically  reproduce  the 
likeness  of  a  three-dimensional  medal  onto  a  two-dimensional  engraving  plate.  The 
device  represented  an  important  evolutionary  step  in  graphics  technology,  along  the 
way  towards  the  daguerreotype  and  of  course  photography  itself.  Gobrecht's  device 
was  the  first  such  medal  ruling  machine  in  America.  Whether  he  independently 
created  it  or  based  his  work  on  previous  European  efforts  is  unclear.  A  French 
publication  in  1816  had  already  described  such  a  machine.  However,  Gobrecht's 
machine  differs  greatly  from  the  European  versions,  so  evidence  indicates  that 
Gobrecht  conceived  the  device  on  his  own.  Original  or  not,  it  was  widely  felt  that 
Gobrecht's  contraption  produced  distorted  engravings.  Joseph  Saxton,  a  young 
mechanic  who  arrived  in  Philadelphia  around  1 81 8,  told  the  story  much  later  in  1 837. 
"I  beg  to  state",  he  wrote,  "that  the  original  machine  was  invented  so  far  back  as  1817 
by  Mr.  Christian  Gobrecht,  an  engraver  in  Philadelphia  who  accidentally  discovered 
that  by  ruling  over  a  hammered  plate,  the  whole  of  the  marks  were  correctly 
transferred  to  the  copper  plate;  and  hence  the  idea  of  copying  a  medal."  Saxton 
continued  "In  1818,1  contrived  a  similar  machine  to  that  of  Mr.  Gobrecht,  and  soon 
after  my  arrival  in  this  country  [England]  I  made  an  improvement  in  the  machine,  by 
which  the  whole  or  any  given  part  of  the  distortion  could  be  prevented".  Saxton's 
improvements  were  apparently  stolen  and  patented  by  another  party  in  England;  the 
matter  was  taken  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  much  controversy  ensued. 

Saxton  made  his  way  back  to  the  United  States  and  became  employed  in  the  Mint, 
building  assay  balance  scales.  At  the  same  time  Saxton  began  working  on  new 
versions  of  his  medal  ruling  machine,  eventually  producing  an  example  which  could 
be  powered  by  the  new  steam  technology  available  at  the  second  U.S.  Mint.  No 
doubt  Gobrecht  took  great  interest  in  Saxton's  efforts,  and  the  two  must  have  had 
many  lively  discussions  on  the  subject.  Saxton's  mastery  of  medal  ruling  technology 
was  highlighted  by  sixteen  plates  in  the  1842  book  A  Manual  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
of  All  Nations  Struck  Within  the  Past  Century  by  Jacob  Eckfeldt  and  William  DuBois, 
a  groundbreaking  volume  with  the  highest  quality  renditions  of  the  coinage  therein. 

Gobrecht's  original  effort,  while  noteworthy  at  the  time,  indeed  produced  distor- 
tion as  noted  by  Saxton,  which  the  reader  may  judge  by  illustrations  of  the  original 
medal  and  Gobrecht's  reproduction.  The  Alexander  medal  was  engraved  by 
Leopold  Heuberger,  an  Austrian  medalist,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the 
Russian  emperor  to  Vienna  in  1814.  Heuberger's  Alexander  looks  straight  ahead, 
while  Gobrecht's  rendering  imparts  a  downward  gaze.  Other  slight  differences  exist. 

Darrach-30.  Melodeon.  Darrach  wrote  of  Gobrecht's  melodeon  in  his  1906 
biography,  "Sometime  between  the  years  1 81 6  and  1 821 ,  Mr.  Gobrecht  invented  and 
manufactured  a  reed  organ,  made  of  an  assemblage  of  metallic  tongues  placed  in 
a  case  and  operated  with  a  bellows  and  keys.  The  first  instrument  was  disposed  of 
to  a  gentleman  in  Lancaster,  Penna.,  and  subsequently  another  instrument  was 
made  in  1832,  which  is  in  possession  of  the  writer's  family.  This  reed  organ  seems 
to  be  the  first  example  of  what  is  now  the  common  cabinet  organ,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  know  that  it  preceded  the  invention  of  the  accordion". 

A  Philadelphia  penodical  contemporary  to  Gobrecht  also  made  mention  of 
Gobrecht's  musical  contraption.  "A  new  musical  instrument  has  been  invented  by 
Mr.  C.  Gobrecht,  now  in  this  city.  It  is  called  the  crescendo  aeolian  and  is  played  with 
keys  like  an  organ  or  piano,  and  has  two  stops,  which  the  performer  can  use  at  will. 
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The  sound  is  produced  by  air  acting  on  metallic  pipes,  and  resembles  that  of  the 
Aeolian  harp.  It  is  considered  to  be  an  instrument  possessing  great  superiority  over 
the  pianoforte",  wrote  The  Gazeeter  (June  23,  1824,  volume  1 ,  number  25). 

One  of  Gobrecht's  children  added  the  following,  this  from  an  unattributed  news 
clipping  in  the  Gobrecht  papers  at  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  "The 
melodeon  made  by  my  father,  Christian  Gobrecht,  was  built  by  him  before  1 825,  and 
was  disposed  of  to  a  gentleman  in  Lancaster  [PA]  city.  The  second  enlarged 
instrument  was  completed  about  1832,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  my  sister, 
Mrs.  C.E.  Darrach  [the  mother  of  Charles  Gobrecht  Darrach],  No.  3623  Locust  street, 
Philadelphia.  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  Esq.,  made  the  case  [Mickley  was  a  prominent 
Philadelphia  coin  collector,  and  also  in  the  piano  business],  I  believe,  or  can  give  full 
information  on  the  subject.  When  accordeons  [sic]  were  first  introduced,  I  recollect 
the  inventor  of  that  class  of  instruments  coming  to  my  father's  house  and  comparing 
the  two". 


Appendix:  Summary  of  Charles  Gobrecht  Darrach  Catalogue  Entries 

Graphical  Engravings 

Darrach-1 

George  Washington  Engraving 

Darrach-2 

George  Washington  Engraving 

Darrach-3 

George  Washington  Engraving 

Darrach-4a 

Christian  Gobrecht  Self-portrait 

Darrach-4b 

Christian  Gobrecht  Self-portrait 

Darrach-5 

Benjamin  Franklin  Engraving 

Darrach-6 

Benjamin  Franklin  Engraving 

Darrach-7 

St.  Peter's  Seal 

Darrach-8 

John  Milton  Seal 

Darrach-9 

Benjamin  S.  Barton  Engraving 

Darrach-1 0 

Thomas  Baldwin  Engraving 

Darrach-1 1 

Rev.  Andrew  Fuller  Engraving 

Darrach-1 2 

Abraham  Rees  Engraving 

Darrach-1 3 

David  Rittenhouse  Engraving 

Darrach-1 4 

Benjamin  Rush  Engraving 

Darrach-1 5 

Engravings  for  Bradford's  Edition  of  the  New  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia 

Dies  for  Coins,  Tokens,  Medals,  and  Embossed  Paper 

Darrach-1 6 

Franklin  Institute  Medal 

Darrach-1 7 

Peale's  Museum  Token 

Darrach-1 8 

Massachusettes  Charitable  Mechanics  Association  Medal 

Darrach-1 9 

Archimedes  Medal 

Darrach-20 

Charles  Carroll  Medal 

Darrach-21 

Massachusettes  Charitable  Mechanics  Association  Trial? 

Darrach-22 

Name  in  Field  Gobrecht  Dollar 

Darrach-23 

Name  on  Base  Gobrecht  Dollar 

Darrach-24 

Seated  Dollar 

Darrach-25 

Half  Dollar  Pattern 
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Darrach-26 
Darrach-27 
Darrach-28 


Gold  Dollar  Pattern 
Unclear  -  Flying  Eagle  Cent? 
Die  Impress  of  Flowers 


Mechanical  Devices 

Darrach-29       Medal  Ruling  Device 
Darrach-30  Melodeon 
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Kam  Ahwash  Remembered 


I  enjoyed  reading  the  excellent  article  on  Kam  Ahwash  in  Issue  #1 00  of  the  journal. 
It  brought  back  many  fond  memories  of  Kam  as  he  was  a  very  good  friend  who  really 
sparked  my  interest  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  It  caused  me  to  re-read  the  article  I  wrote 
about  him  in  Issue  #28  of  the  journal  not  long  after  he  passed  away  in  1983. 

The  1 860-O  dime  that  Kam  purchased  from  Stack's  May  1 975  sale  was  indeed  the 
Lovejoy  coin,  and  I  believe  that  he  sold  it  to  Lovejoy  in  1978.  Kam  didn't  want  to 
identify  the  buyer  at  the  time  because  of  confidentiality  considerations.  This  dime  had 
been  graded  NGC  MS-67  and  was  auctioned  by  Stack's  as  the  finest  known 
specimen  in  their  sale  of  the  Lovejoy  Collection  in  October  1 990. 1  was  at  the  auction 
in  1975  when  Kam  purchased  that  1860-O  dime,  and  I  remember  that  it  was  the 
highlight  of  the  sale  that  contained  some  really  beautiful  dimes  from  the  Cornell/ 
Oglethorpe  Collection.  After  he  won  the  lot  for  $9500,  an  astonishing  price  at  the  time, 
the  audience  broke  out  in  sustained  applause,  in  recognition  of  his  dogged  pursuit 
of  the  coin.  I  was  fortunate  to  acquire  afew  dimes  from  that  sale  myself,  and  that  really 
got  me  started  in  collecting  the  series. 

I  didn't  meet  Kam  personally  until  early  1976,  and  aftenA/ards  we  got  to  be  good 
friends.  Besides  a  love  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  we  had  several  other  common 
interests.  We  shared  the  same  Syrian/Lebanese  heritage,  and  we  both  liked  to  dine 
out  and  hit  the  nightspots  among  other  things.  I  bought  most  of  my  dimes  from  or 
through  Kam  and  several  of  my  pieces  were  plate  coins  in  his  1977  Seated  dime 
encyclopedia.  Even  though  I  sold  my  collection  many  years  ago,  I  still  like  to  keep 
up  with  breaking  news  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage,  and  continue  to  enjoy  articles  on 
these  beautiful  coins  from  the  19'^  century. 

Thomas  Baroody 
LSCC  #256 
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Heritage  to  Publish  Gobrecht  Dollar  Book 


In  the  Spring  of  2008  Heritage  will  publish  A  History  of  the  Gobrecht  Dollar 
Coinage,  as  Illustrated  by  the  Collection  of  Julius  Korein,  M.D.,  by  Michael  L. 
Carboneau,  James  C.  Gray,  Saul  Teichman  (Technical  Consultant),  Mark  Van  Winkle 
(Editor),  and  Julius  Korein,  M.D. 

The  opening  chapter  by  Dr.  Julius  Korein  relates  to  the  classification  of  Gobrecht 
Dollars  by  date,  design  and  die  alignnnent.  Next,  the  article.  From  the  Drawing  Board 
of  a  Coin-Engraver,  by  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli,  is  reprinted.  This  article  describes  the 
evolution  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  and  contains  drawings  by  Titian  Peale, 
Thomas  Sully,  and  Christian  Gobrecht.  The  Gobrecht  Dollars  of  1836-1839,  by 
Robert  W.  Julian,  is  reprinted  and  gives  historical  information  leading  to  the  first 
striking  of  Gobrecht  Dollars  in  1836. 

The  next  three  chapters  contain  the  three  articles  published  by  Carboneau  and 
Gray  in  Issues  #79,  #82  and  #87  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  This  is  followed  by  a 
summary  and  conclusions  from  the  Carboneau-Gray  articles  in  a  grid  format.  The 
ensuing  chapter  contains  narrative  and  photographs  of  all  known  Gobrecht  Dollars, 
including  die  trials,  uniface  strikings,  patterns,  circulation  issues,  restrikes,  mules, 
and  fantasy  coins.  All  of  the  coins  are  plated,  usually  with  Dr.  Korein's  coins,  and  rarity 
ratings,  weights,  and  die  characteristics  are  discussed. 

Mark  Van  Winkle  provides  a  short  review  of  The  Log  Book  of  George  T.  Eckfeldt, 
which  shows  that  J-60  and  J-104  dollars  were  restruck  in  March  1859.  The  next 
chapter  by  James  C.  Gray  is  a  review  of  all  major  books  and  articles  published  about 
Gobrecht  Dollars.  It  begins  with  A  Description  of  Ancient  and  !\/lodern  Coins  in  the 
Cabinet  Collection  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  by  James  Ross  Snowden,  Mint 
Director,  and  published  in  1860.  It  concludes  with  the  important  new  discoveries 
described  in  two  articles  published  by  John  Dannreuther  in  October  and  November 
2007.  The  last  chapter,  by  Saul  Teichman,  is  a  listing  and  full  description  of  all  89 
coins  in  the  collection  of  Dr.  Korein. 

Heritage  will  provide  publication  information  to  the  numismatic  media  when  it 
becomes  available. 


# 

Congratulations  to  LSCC  for  Publishing  100  Issues  of 

the  Journal 

Reaching  Issue  #100  is  not  only  a  milestone  for  the  club  but  an  opportunity  to 
recognize  Club  President  John  McCloskey  for  his  unrelenting  commitment  to  the 
journal.  I  wish  to  personally  thank  him  for  his  32  years  of  LSCC  stewardship  and  for 
the  many  hours  that  he  spends  preparing  each  issue  for  publication. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 
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Dr.  Daniel  Webster  Valentine 
(1863-1932) 

by 

I 

Stephen  A.  Grain 

Most  collectors  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  are  familiar  with  The  United  States  Half  J 
Dimes  by  D.W.  Valentine.  This  wonderful  text  has  been  reprinted  twice,  yet  very  little 
is  known  about  the  man  who  wrote  this  enduring  reference  book  that  has  provided 
us  with  so  many  years  of  enjoyment  while  learning  about  these  fascinating  coins.  It 
would  seem  a  fitting  tribute  to  provide  club  members  with  the  information  that  I  have 
uncovered  through  my  research  on  the  life  of  this  modest  and  selfless  man. 

It  was  in  1 980  that  I  first  picked  up  a  copy  of  the  Valentine  monograph  and  began 
to  read  about  this  fascinating  series  that  would  so  preoccupy  my  life  for  the  next 
quarter  century.  My  journey  into  the  study  of  these  beautiful  little  silver  coins  resulted 
directly  from  the  passionate  descriptions  that  Dr.  Valentine  provided,  yet  he  was 
acutely  aware  of  his  limitations  while  writing  about  these  coins,  and  admonished " . .  .it 
would  be  vain  to  believe  that  this  list  is  complete.  My  hope  is  that  it  may  stimulate 
others  to  carry  on".  Certainly  that  torch  was  passed  on  to  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  ' 
W.  McCloskey,  who  provided  us  with  the  masterful  reference  Tlie  Federal  Half  Dimes  ' 
1 792  -  1837  in  1 998.  It  is  my  hope  to  provide  a  similar  reference  on  the  Liberty  Seated 
half  dimes  as  a  result  of  my  continuing  research  on  the  series. 

Daniel  W.  Valentine  was  born  in  New  York  City,  on  March  7, 1 863.  Little  is  known 
of  his  early  years,  except  that  he  was  educated  in  public  and  private  schools,  and  later 
received  his  D.D.S.  from  the  New  York  College  of  Dentistry  in  1887.  With  the 
exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Vienna,  he  practiced  dentistry  in  New  York  City  from  , 
1887  to  1896,  and  later  moved  to  Englewood,  New  Jersey,  where  he  practiced  for 
another  thirty-five  years.  He  married  Ada  Belle  Colwell  in  1896  and  they  had  two 
daughters,  Marion  and  Margaret  Beattie  Valentine.  i 

Dr.  Valentine  became  interested  in  numismatics  very  early  in  life,  and  although  he 
was  a  general  collector,  he  confined  himself  primarily  to  United  States  issues.  He  was 
very  active  in  several  numismatic  organizations,  including  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  and  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club, 
for  which  he  served  as  President  for  two  terms,  in  1918  and  1920.  He  was 
commemorated  on  a  New  York  Numismatic  Club  Presidential  medal,  designed  by  ' 
J.  M.  Swanson,  of  which  there  were  eight  silver  and  fifty  bronze  medals  struck. 

Valentine  assembled  several  notable  collections,  including  a  comprehensive 
collection  of  United  States  fractional  currency,  for  which  he  published  Fractional 
Currency  of  the  United  States  in  1924.  This  publication  was  issued  in  a  cloth  bound 
edition  of  225  copies  at  $5.00  each,  and  in  a  limited,  leather  bound  edition  of  twenty- 
five  numbered  copies  at  $15.00  each.  He  also  assembled  a  collection  of  United 
States  one  dollar  gold  coins,  complete  by  mintmark. 

Dr.  Valentine  is  perhaps  best  remembered  for  his  extensive  collection  of  United 
States  half  dimes,  which  he  exhibited  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  1914. 
He  published  his  monograph  The  United  States  Half  Dimes  in  1 931 ,  with  the  American  j 
Numismatic  Society,  as  No.  48  in  their  series  Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs. 
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The  author  would  like  to  thank  club  member  Steve  Tompkins  for  providing  an 
image  of  the  Dr.  Valentine  autograph  from  the  inside  end  paper  of  an  1881 
edition  of  "Coins  and  Coinage,  the  United  States  Mint"  by  Andrew  M.  Smith.  The 
date  August  2,  1889  appears  under  the  autograph  indicating  that  Valentine 
developed  an  interest  in  numismatics  at  an  early  age.  I  would  also  like  to 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  able  assistance  of  Michael  Leonard  for  lifting  the 
Valentine  autograph  from  a  floral  background,  and  for  providing  the  photo- 
graph of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  medal  with  the  Valentine  portrait. 
Finally,  I  would  especially  like  to  thank  Richard  Meaney,  whose  selfless  act  of 
kindness  provided  me  with  an  opportunity  to  be  the  proud  owner  of  this  very 
scarce  Valentine  medal. 
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This  work  has  been  reprinted  twice,  in  1975  by  Quarterman  Publications,  and  again 
in  1984  by  Sanford  J.  Durst.  In  each  of  the  reprints,  the  original  photographic  plates 
were  copied,  but  they  were  'screen'  prints,  comprised  of  a  series  of  dots,  like  a 
newspaper  photo,  which  cannot  be  magnified  or  enlarged  for  greater  detail. 
Collectors  and  researchers  are  advised  to  locate  a  copy  of  the  original  monograph 
No.  48  for  its  quality  'collotype'  prints  of  the  photographic  plates,  which  like  a 
photograph  can  be  magnified  for  detailed  study.  For  the  Liberty  Seated  series  alone, 
Valentine  identified  257  different  die  marriages,  greatly  expanding  upon  the  previous 
work  of  Will  W.  Neil,  published  in  The  Numismatist  in  1927.  While  some  of  the  die 
descriptions  in  the  Valentine  half  dime  reference  are  vague  and  ambiguous,  and  it 
often  appears  that  he  was  unaware  of  the  distinction  between  die  marriage  and  die 
state,  he  provided  us  with  the  most  comprehensive  reference  on  the  series  to  date. 
Critics  might  argue  that  his  die  descriptions,  particularly  for  the  post  Civil  War  dates, 
are  so  brief  as  to  be  almost  meaningless,  but  I  suspect  that  some  of  this  brevity  might 
be  attributed  to  an  imposed  publishing  deadline.  Valentine  published  his  monograph 
late  in  1931,  and  died,  evidently  of  apoplexy,  or  stroke,  on  January  24,  1932.  As  a 
medical  professional,  he  would  have  been  acutely  aware  of  his  declining  health,  and 
apparently  rushed  to  complete  his  work  before  health  issues  would  no  longer  allow 
him  to  continue. 

All  of  Dr.  Valentine's  collections  were  sold  at  public  auction  prior  to  his  death  by 
Thomas  Elder,  in  three  sessions,  on  December  8,  9,  and  1 0, 1 927,  in  New  York  City, 
except  for  his  remarkable  collection  of  half  dimes,  which  remained  intact  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Interestingly,  very  few  of  his  half  dimes  have  surfaced  in  the  ensuing 
years,  raising  the  question  as  to  whether  his  collection  might  still  remain  intact, 
maybe  in  some  safe  deposit  box  or  in  the  closet  of  one  of  his  heirs.  None  of  the  major 
half  dime  collections  sold  since  1 931  have  been  attributed  to  Valentine  by  name,  nor 
are  any  collections  identifiable  as  the  Valentine  collection,  under  any  name.  Of 
course,  his  collection  could  have  been  sold  by  private  treaty,  or  under  an  assumed 
name,  but  many  of  the  half  dimes,  themselves,  would  be  readily  identifiable.  To  date, 
I  have  been  able  to  positively  identify  only  two  Draped  Bust  half  dimes  from  the 
Valentine  collection,  and  his  1 829  VI 0  Capped  Bust  half  dime,  presently  residing  in 
private  collections.  Several  early  half  dimes  sold  by  Stack's  in  October  1 960  from  the 
Milton  A.  Holmes  Collection  were  described  as  being  former  Valentine  plate  coins, 
including  the  1 795  V2,  V3,  V7,  V8  and  1 803  V3  coins.  The  existence  of  just  these  few 
Valentine  plate  coins  could  be  attributed  to  normal  upgrades  during  Dr.  Valentine's 
active  collecting  years.  However,  the  recent  discovery  of  the  Valentine  1802  half 
dime,  in  a  Choice  EF  grade  and  now  slabbed  as  AU-50,  would  seem  to  obviate  that 
theory,  as  it  is  unlikely  that  even  Dr.  Valentine  himself  could  have  located  a  finer 
example  of  this  rarity. 

Dr.  Valentine  has  certainly  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the  collecting  fraternity,  and 
despite  subsequent  new  research,  renumbering  of  his  variety  sequence,  countless 
new  die  marriage  discoveries,  and  a  few  disparaging  remarks  by  his  critics,  it  cannot 
be  disputed  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  impassioned  work  of  this  consummate 
numismatist,  countless  collectors  like  myself  would  have  been  denied  the  pleasure 
of  discovering  this  fascinating  series. 
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Half  Dollar  with  Re-Engraved  Denticles  Acquired 

I  really  enjoyed  Randy  Wiley's  article  on  operations  at  the  New  Orleans  branch 
mint  in  1 840  that  was  published  in  Issue  #99  of  the  journal.  His  article  provided  me 
with  enough  information  to  conclude  that  the  reverse  used  on  my  1840-O  With 
Drapery  Large  0  quarter  had  its  denticles  re-engraved  at  the  branch  mint  due  to  a 
die  shortage.  I  believe  that  the  re-engraved  reverse  denticles  make  this  rare  issue  one 
of  the  most  important  varieties  in  the  entire  Seated  quarter  series. 

Wiley's  article  also  provided  information  showing  that  an  1 840  half  dollar  obverse 
die  had  its  denticles  re-engraved  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  for  the  same  reason.  I  had 
been  searching  for  a  coin  with  this  obverse  since  learning  of  its  existence  several 
months  ago.  I  would  like  to  report  that  I  was  recently  able  to  acquire  an  1 840-O  half 
dollar  struck  from  Obverse  3  with  re-engraved  denticles  as  illustrated  on  page  1 1  of 
Issue  #99  of  the  journal.  My  coin  grades  VF  and  has  its  reverse  rotated  clockwise  by 
about  45  degrees.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  other  examples  of  this  variety 
have  their  reverses  rotated  as  well. 

I  think  that  these  two  important  varieties  with  re-engraved  denticles  will  become 
more  popular  with  collectors  in  the  coming  years.  They  clearly  demonstrate  the 
efforts  made  by  mint  officials  to  extend  the  life  of  their  coinage  dies  during  the  early 
days  of  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint. 

Michael  S.  Fey 
LSCC  #1517 


Issue  #100  Presented  to  Belstle  Company  Archives 


In  a  ceremony  on  January  23,  2008,  Bill  Bugert  presents  a  copy  of  Issue  #1 00  to 
Tricia  Luhrs  Lacey,  current  President  of  The  Beistle  Company  and  great  grand- 
daughter of  ML  Beistle.  She  provided  the  club  with  access  to  documents  in  The 
Beistle  Company  Archive  that  shed  new  light  on  the  life  and  times  of  an  important 
numismatic  scholar  who  laid  the  foundation  for  advances  in  die  variety  research  on 
early  half  dollars  from  the  19'^  century. 
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1866  Philadelphia  Half  Dollars  With  Motto  from  Two 

Master  Tail  Dies 

by 

Randall  E.  Wiley 

In  Chapter  1  of  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  Bill  Bugert  and  1 
I  describe  our  understanding  of  the  process  that  evolved  to  create  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  from  a  wax  or  clay  model  of  the  Seated  design  to  the  wonderful  coins  that  we  i 
all  love  to  collect.  Simply  put,  the  process  goes  from  model,  to  master  hub,  to  master 
die,  to  working  hubs,  to  working  dies,  to  coins.  These  six  stages  of  the  minting  i 
process  are  shown  in  Figure  1 .  i 

{ 

Stage  1 .  For  the  Head  Die  or  obverse  side  of  the  coin,  the  artist  started  with  a  soft 
malleable  material  like  wax  or  clay  to  sculpt  a  model  of  the  central  design  in  relief  from 
which  a  plaster  casting  was  made.  This  negative  casting  was  filled  with  molten  metal, 
most  likely  a  fine  iron,  to  make  a  strong,  rigid  copy  of  the  Artist's  Model  of  the  central  \ 
device  design.  The  process  was  the  same  for  the  Tail  Die  or  reverse  side  of  the  coin. 

Stage  2.  Using  a  piece  of  machinery  available  after  1836  called  a  reducing  ' 
pantograph  or  portrait  lathe,  a  smaller  replica  of  the  metal  model  was  can/ed  into  a  i 
steel  cylinder,  the  blank  hub.  This  rough  carving  received  considerable  hand  ; 
finishing  to  bring  out  the  fine  details  of  the  central  device.  Most  likely,  the  word  i 
LIBERTY  was  hand  punched  into  the  obverse  shield.  Likewise,  all  of  the  horizontal  I 
and  vertical  lines  within  the  shields  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  designs  were  ' 
hand  punched  into  the  hubs  at  this  stage  or  during  subsequent  master  die  prepara- 
tion. The  finished  version  of  the  reduced  positive  image  of  the  central  device  was 
called  the  Master  Hub. 

stage  3.  Using  a  screw  press,  the  positive  image  on  the  end  of  the  Master  Hub 
was  pressed  into  the  end  of  another  rod  of  soft  steel.  This  produced  a  negative  image 
of  the  central  device  in  the  receiving  rod  which  was  called  a  preliminary  master  die. 
It  should  be  understood  that  the  negative  image  appears  as  a  hole  in  the  surface  of  | 
the  die  which  had  details  that  were  reversed  from  the  positive  image  of  the  Master 
Hub.  While  still  soft,  dentils,  the  scalloped  border  around  the  perimeter,  were  cut  into  j 
the  die  and  other  features  such  as  stars  on  the  head  die  and  lettering  on  the  tail  die  j 
were  punched  into  the  die.  In  some  instances,  other  features  such  as  a  motto  were 
also  punched  into  the  die.  When  all  of  the  desired  elements  had  been  added  to  the 
die,  it  was  polished  to  clean  up  evidence  of  hand  work  and  became  known  as  the  i 
Master  Die.  The  Master  Die  was  a  negative  image  of  the  complete  final  design 
except  for  the  date  on  the  head  die  and  the  mintmark  on  the  tail  die.  Note:  It  was 
also  possible  to  generate  a  new  modified  master  die  using  a  working  hub  from  Stage 
4  rather  than  by  repeating  the  initial  evolution  using  the  master  hub  from  Stage  2. 

stage  4.  When  the  design  on  the  Master  Die  was  complete,  it  was  tempered  or 
hardened  so  that  it  could  be  used  in  a  screw  press  to  raise  one  or  more  positive 
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Figure  1.  Die  Preparation  Flow  Chart 
Positive  Image  Negative  Image 


Stage  1 . 
Artist's  Model 


i 


Stage  2. 
Master  Hub 

Central  Device  Only 


Stage  4. 
Working  Hubs 

Minor  Revisions  to 
Positive  Images 


Stage  3. 
Master  Die 

Add  Dentils,  Stars, 
Lettering  and  Motto 


Stage  5. 
Working  Dies 

Add  Dates  and 
Mintmarks 
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images  or  Working  Hubs  as  needed.  Each  working  hub  was  worked  over  to  some 
extent  in  the  finishing  process,  and  because  of  the  hand  work,  each  hub  had  its  own 
minutely  different  identity.  It  was  also  possible  to  make  some  very  minor  revisions 
to  the  design  by  carving  away  some  of  the  positive  image  during  this  stage.  For 
example,  letters  in  the  legend  on  the  tail  hub  could  be  made  to  appear  thinner  but 
not  thicker. 

Stage  5.  Each  working  hub  was  used  to  sink  many  Working  Dies  by  pressing 
via  screw  press  its  hard  positive  image  into  steel  rods  which  had  been  softened  by 
heating.  While  still  in  a  softened  state,  a  date  was  punched  into  each  head  die  using 
individual  numeral  punches  or  ganged  punches  which  had  two  or  more  numerals  in 
the  same  punch.  Likewise,  a  mintmark  was  punched  into  each  tail  die  designated 
to  go  to  a  branch  mint.  Most  working  dies  were  worked  over  by  hand  to  reinforce 
weak  features  in  the  dies  such  as  shield  lines,  stars,  foot  support,  drapery,  etc.  before 
receiving  a  final  polishing.  Each  final  working  die  was  then  tempered  or  hardened  ' 
before  use.  It  should  be  noted  that  all  of  the  refinements  to  the  die  were  accom- 
plished by  cutting  into  the  die  and  adding  to  the  existing  negative  image.  Because 
of  the  hand  work  done  during  this  stage,  each  working  die  was  uniquely  different. 

I 
I 

Stage  6.  Working  die  pairs,  a  head  die  and  a  tail  die,  were  mounted  in  a  steam  \ 
driven  coining  press  where  they  typically  stamped  out  1 00,000  to  200,000  coins  in  > 
their  lifetime.  I 

Bill  Bugert  and  I  list  eight  major  design  subtypes  for  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 

resulting  from  die  changes  that  occurred  during  the  53  year  span  from  1 839  to  1 891 .  ' 
Major  changes  to  the  obverse  design  occurred  in  1 839  when  drapery  was  added  to 

Liberty's  gown  at  the  elbow,  and  in  1 853  and  again  in  1 873  when  arrows  were  added  , 
around  the  date  to  signify  a  change  in  the  silver  content  of  the  coins.  Major  changes 

to  the  reverse  design  occurred  in  1 842  when  the  letters  in  the  legend  were  changed  j 

from  small  letters  to  large  letters,  in  1 853  when  rays  were  added  to  the  field  around  [ 

the  eagle,  and  in  1866  when  a  motto  In  God  We  Trust  was  added  to  the  field  above  j 

the  eagle's  head.  i 

These  design  changes  are  often  more  complicated  than  they  appear.  For 
example,  when  the  drapery  was  added  in  1 839,  the  size  of  the  rock  was  also  reduced. 
I  assume  that  the  rock  reduction  was  needed  to  achieve  some  sort  of  equilibrium  in  | 
the  design,  with  metal  removed  from  the  rock  and  added  to  the  drapery.  The  rock 
reduction  can  be  easily  seen  when  looking  at  1 839  half  dollars  as  the  left  edge  of  the  j 
rock  is  much  closer  to  the  first  star  on  No  Draper/ varieties.  To  accomplish  this  design 
change,  I  believe  that  a  working  hub  from  Stage  4  was  altered  to  reduce  the  size  of 
the  rock  by  carving  away  metal.  This  altered  working  hub  essentially  became  a  new 
master  hub  and  was  used  to  sink  a  new  master  die  at  Stage  3.  Once  sunk,  the  new 
master  die  was  altered  by  carving  a  drapery  into  the  die  below  Liberty's  elbow.  With 
the  design  change  complete,  new  working  hubs  at  Stage  4  could  now  be  made  to 
carry  out  the  design  change.  Note:  If  this  change  had  been  implemented  by 
reducing  the  size  of  the  rock  on  the  original  master  hub  from  Stage  2,  then  the 
resulting  master  die  would  have  needed  new  dentils  and  stars  which  does  not  appear 
to  be  the  case  for  half  dollars  in  1839. 
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In  some  cases  where  the  design  changes  were  temporary,  like  the  addition  of 
arrows  to  the  obverse  from  1853  to  1855,  I  believe  the  Mint  created  a  "temporary 
master  die"  to  execute  the  coinage.  I  assume  that  a  new  working  die  from  Stage  5 
was  selected  to  be  a  temporary  master  die,  and  the  date  punched  into  it  along  with 
arrowheads  on  both  sides  of  the  date.  Once  this  was  done,  the  temporary  master 
die  was  used  to  make  a  new  working  hub  from  which  all  of  the  working  dies  for  the 
current  year  were  produced.  Consequently,  for  each  of  the  years  from  1 853  through 
1 855,  there  was  a  new  temporary  master  die  and  there  was  no  variance  in  the  position 
of  the  date  and  arrowheads  on  the  coins  produced  during  those  three  years.  A  similar 
process  was  used  to  achieve  the  addition  of  rays  to  the  reverse  for  1 853  coinage.  I 
believe  the  rays  reverse  was  discontinued  after  1853  because  the  design  change 
contributed  to  increased  die  breakage.  When  the  silver  content  was  changed  in 
1873,  arrows  were  added  to  each  working  die  along  with  the  date,  and  the  tail  die 
went  unchanged. 

At  about  the  time  I  was  working  on  the  manuscript  for  Chapter  1  of  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  an  article  written  by  Craig  Sholley  titled  Master 
Hubs  and  Dies  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Series  was  published  in  Issue  #54  of 
the  journal  in  July  1992.  This  article,  which  was  reprinted  on  pages  409-413  of  The 
Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  Four,  contains  some  valuable  informa- 
tion on  the  die  preparation  process  and  is  recommended  reading  for  anyone 
interested  in  this  subject.  By  the  time  I  read  the  Sholley  article,  I  had  given 
considerable  thought  to  the  subject  matter  due  to  my  work  on  Chapter  1 ,  and  it  was 
clear  to  me  that  we  had  some  major  differences  in  opinion  on  exactly  how  die 
changes  were  executed  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series.  One  change,  in 
particular,  did  not  ring  true  and  is  central  to  this  article.  This  change  was  the  addition 
of  the  motto  "In  God  We  Trust"  to  the  reverse  design  in  1866. 

Mr.  Sholley's  discussion  of  The  Reverse  Master  Hubs  and  Dies  on  page  41 2  of  the 
Collective  Volume  correctly  indicates  that  a  new  Master  Hub/Master  Die  combination 
was  created  in  1842  with  larger  letters  in  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
and  the  denomination  HALF  DOLLAR.  He  identifies  this  combination  as  "the  new 
Medium  Letters  or  Type  I  design  of  1842".  According  to  Sholley,  the  Type  I  master 
hub  was  used  to  make  a  new  master  die  in  1853  and  was  modified  "by  slightly 
reducing  the  eagle,  arrowheads  and  letters"  before  making  a  new  Type  II  master  die 
in  1858.  The  last  paragraph  on  page  412  states,  "The  Type  II  master  die  remained 
in  use  through  1 876,  the  With  Motto  design  being  nothing  more  than  a  modification 
of  this  die  accomplished  by  punching  the  scroll  and  the  motto  into  this  die." 

The  content  of  page  41 2  caused  me  to  ponder.  My  study  of  the  half  dollar  series 
had  led  me  to  believe  that  the  rays  design  change  in  1 853  was  executed  by  pressing 
out  a  new  temporary  master  die  from  a  Working  Hub  rather  than  from  the  Master 
Hub.  The  main  distinction  between  these  two  hubs  being  that  the  master  hub 
contains  only  the  central  device  of  the  coin  design,  while  the  working  hubs  are 
derived  from  the  Master  Die  which  had  been  finished  with  the  addition  of  the  legend, 
denomination  and  dentils.  Similarly,  I  believed  that  the  design  variance  seen  on 
1858  half  dollars  was  not  a  result  of  changes  to  the  master  hub  but  was  rather  a 
change  from  the  existing  working  hub  to  a  new  working  hub  from  the  same  master 
die.  Working  hubs,  like  working  dies  are  subject  to  finishing  work  like  the  "slight 
reduction  to  the  eagle,  arrowheads  and  letters"  described  by  Sholley. 
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I  am  sure  that  mint  employees  exercised  extreme  care  during  each  stage  of  the 
die  making  process  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  original  coin  design,  but  in  reality, 
humans  make  mistakes  and  unintended  changes  and  flaws  often  occur.  In  Chapter 
1 ,  Subtype  IV  of  our  book.  Bill  Bugertand  I  note  that  the  changes  to  the  reverse  design 
in  1 842  not  only  produced  the  intended  change  to  the  size  of  the  letters  in  the  legend 
on  the  master  die,  but  also  produced  a  most  likely  unintended  change  to  the  design 
of  the  reverse  shield.  A  careful  count  of  the  number  of  horizontal  stripes  in  the  reverse 
shield  indicates  that  the  new  large  letter  design  has  9  stripes  whereas  the  old  small 
letter  design  has  8  stripes.  Later  in  the  text  of  Subtype  IV,  we  describe  a  flaw 
associated  with  the  new  Type  II  working  hub  introduced  in  1858.  That  flaw  is  seen 
as  a  fairly  large  lump  in  the  tail  feathers  along  the  left  edge  of  the  eagle's  left  leg  just 
below  the  junction  of  the  leg  with  the  left  wing.  Although  not  specifically  annotated 
intheSholley  article,  thediagnosticType  II  hub  lump  is  very  clear  in  his  Figure  3  found 
on  page  41 3  of  Collector  Volume  Number  Four.  It  should  be  very  apparent  by  now 
that  identification  of  mistakes  and  flaws  that  occur  during  various  stages  of  evolution 
from  master  hub,  to  master  die,  to  working  hubs,  to  working  dies,  to  the  actual 
coinage  are  crucial  to  understanding  exactly  which  hub/die  stage  was  being  altered 
when  certain  design  changes  were  made.  With  this  in  mind,  we  can  now  examine 
the  major  design  change  in  1866  to  add  the  motto.  In  God  We  Trust. 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  Subtype  VII 

In  Chapter  1  of  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  Bill  Bugert  and 
I  state  the  following: 

Subtype  VII:  "A  new  master  tail  die  was  made  in  1 866  to  which  a  scroll  inscribed 
In  God  We  Trust  was  added  to  the  field  between  the  legend  and  the  top  of  the  eagle's 
head.  This  is  the  most  significant  design  modification  to  occur  during  the  53  year 
span  of  the  coinage.  Consequently,  all  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  are  classified  as 
either  "No  Motto"  or  "With  Motto"  subtypes. 

Some  researchers  speculate  that  a  new  master  die  was  not  constructed  in  1866. 
Rather,  a  motto  was  added  to  the  existing  master  die.  This  cannot  be  true  since  "No 
Motto"  half  dollars  have  1 45  dentils  in  their  border  and  "With  Motto"  half  dollars  have 
146  dentils  in  their  border  indicating  that  a  new  master  die  was  definitely  prepared." 

The  reference  in  our  book  to  some  researchers  was  in  actuality  a  reference  to  the 
Sholley  article  in  Issue  #54  of  the  journal.  I  specifically  reference  his  article  here  as 
it  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the  content  of  this  article.  I  hope  readers  understand  that 
I  am  not  trying  to  be  critical  of  the  Sholley  article  by  challenging  some  of  the 
conclusions  of  this  research.  In  fact,  I  applaud  Mr.  Sholley  for  his  efforts.  It  takes  a 
lot  of  courage  to  publish  an  article  on  a  very  technical  subject  where  your  conclusions 
are  open  to  public  criticism.  I  encourage  others  to  contribute.  You  never  know  when 
something  you  write  will  trigger  additional  research  that  may  result  In  a  better 
understanding  of  a  subject  to  the  benefit  of  all. 

When  I  read  the  Sholley  comment  about  the  motto  being  added  to  the  existing 
master  die  in  1866,  I  was  sure  that  he  was  mistaken  because  I  knew  that  the  dentil 
count  was  different  for  No  Motto  and  With  Motto  half  dollars.  But  I  wondered  if  there 
was  any  basis  for  his  conclusion,  so  I  decided  to  study  my  coins  for  a  clue.  As  it  turned 


32 


out,  we  were  both  right  to  a  certain  extent.  1866  Philadelphia  Half  Dollars  With 
Motto  were  made  from  two  different  Master  Tail  Dies.  It  appears  that  Sholley 
compared  an  1 865  No  Motto  proof  to  an  1 866  With  Motto  proof  and  correctly  noted 
that  they  were  from  the  same  master  die  except  that  the  motto  had  been  added  to 
the  die  on  the  1 866  proof.  If  he  had  compared  the  1 865  proof  to  an  1 867  proof,  he 
may  have  noticed  that  the  1867  proof  was  from  a  new  master  die  with  a  slightly 
different  letter  style  in  the  legend.  I  don't  think  he  would  have  noticed  the  extra  dentil 
around  the  border  of  the  coin  that  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  a  new  master 
die.  Counting  dentils  on  a  coin  is  very  tedious  work  similar  to  counting  reeds  on  the 
edge  of  a  coin.  However,  there  is  a  flaw  on  the  old  master  die  introduced  in  1 842  that 
I  identify  as  Master  Tail  Die  1  or  MTD-1.  This  defect  can  be  used  to  differentiate  it 
from  the  new  master  die  introduced  in  1866  that  I  identify  as  Master  Tail  Die  2  or 
MTD-2. 

There  is  a  small  piece  missing  from  the  left  edge  of  the  dentil  located  directly  above 
the  center  of  the  R  in  AMERICA  on  Master  Tail  Die  1  coins.  This  chipped  dentil  that 
identifies  MTD-1  is  illustrated  on  an  1 866  proof  half  dollar  in  Plate  1 .  For  comparison, 
Plate  2  illustrates  the  normal  dentil  pattern  on  an  1 867  proof  half  dollar  associated 
with  MTD-2.  The  slight  difference  in  the  letter  style  between  the  two  different  master 


Plate  1.  MTD-1  with  Chipped  Dentil  over  R 


Plate  2.  MTD-2  with  Normal  Dentils  over  R 
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dies  can  also  be  seen  in  these  two  plates.  The  serifs  on  the  feet  of  the  letter  R  are 
attached  to  the  two  adjacent  letters  on  MTD-1  whereas  the  feet  on  the  letter  R  are 
squared  off  and  clearly  separated  from  the  E  and  I  along  the  base  of  ERI  on  MTD-2. 

Since  the  dentils  around  the  border  are  incorporated  into  the  coin  design  at  the 
master  die  stage,  the  chipped  dentil  seen  on  all  large  letter  reverse  coins  from  1842 
through  1 866  indicates  that  they  were  products  of  the  same  master  die.  This  proves 
my  earlier  contention  that  a  new  Temporary  Master  Die  was  created  from  a  working 
hub  to  execute  the  rays  coinage  of  1 853,  and  that  the  hub  change  seen  in  1 858  was 
also  executed  at  the  working  hub  stage  rather  than  at  the  master  hub  stage. 

1866  Philadelphia  Half  Dollars 

A  last  minute  effort  was  made  to  include  the  new  information  on  1 866  Philadelphia 
half  dollars  in  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  but  it  was  poorly 
done.  No  separate  WB  numbers  were  assigned  to  MTD-1  and  MTD-2  reverses. 
Rather,  some  mention  was  made  in  the  individual  listings  for  WB-101  through  WB- 
1 04  about  the  tail  dies  for  that  WB  being  made  from  Motto  Hub  Type  1  or  Motto  Hub 
Type  2.  Unless  the  reader  happened  to  be  familiar  with  the  information  in  Chapter 
1  regarding  Design  Subtype  VII,  he  most  likely  didn't  have  a  clue  as  to  what  we  were 
trying  to  convey. 

I  have  found  only  one  die  marriage  for  proof  half  dollars  dated  1866,  and  the  tail 
die  used  in  that  marriage  was  from  MTD-1 .  Bill  Bugert  and  I  have  documented  eight 
additional  business  strike  die  marriages  for  1 866  Philadelphia  half  dollars  from  seven 
head  dies  and  six  tail  dies.  Of  the  six  tail  dies,  two  were  from  MTD-1  and  four  were 
from  MTD-2.  Table  1  lists  the  nine  die  marriages  for  1 866  half  dollars  along  with  my 
designations  for  their  head  die  and  tail  die  and  a  cross  reference  to  Wiley/Bugert 
(WB)  numbers.  I  have  also  provided  Misplaced  Date  (MPD)  numbers  from  Kevin 
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Flynn's  book  Two  Dates  Are  Better  Than  One.  Two  of  Flynn's  MPD  varieties  are 
sliown  as  unlisted  by  WB. 

Table  1 

1866  Philadelphia  Half  Dollar  Die  Marriages 


Die 

Head 

Tail 

Marriage 

Die 

Die 

MTD 

WB 

MPD 

Comments 

W-01 

1 

A 

1 

101 

- 

Proof  only 

W-02 

2 

B 

1 

102 

001 

Errant  Second  6  from  Dentils 

W-03 

3 

C 

1 

UL 

003 

Errant  86  in  Dentils 

W-04 

4 

D 

2 

104 

Doubled  Head  Die  #2 

W-05 

5 

D 

2 

104 

Doubled  Head  Die  #1 

W-06 

6 

E 

2 

UL 

004 

Errant  8  in  Dentils 

W-07 

6 

F 

2 

101 

Errant  8  gone 

W-08 

7 

E 

2 

103 

002 

Errant  1  from  Hand 

W-09 

8 

G 

2 

101 

Normal  Date 

Additional  information  is  provided  on  the  1866  die  marriages  as  follows: 

Head  1  -  The  second  6  is  slightly  recut  south;  showing  above  prominent  6. 

Tail  A  -  A  bold  tine  protrudes  from  between  two  dentils  toward  the  second  S  in 
STATES. 

Head  2  -  The  errant  6  fades  on  late  die  states.  Late  states  are  identified  by  a  die 
crack  through  the  foot  to  the  rim  below  star  13  where  a  small  rim  cud  forms. 

Tail  B  -  An  early  die  crack  develops  along  the  top  of  AMERICA  which  circles  the 
entire  legend  on  late  die  states;  heaviest  above  ES  OF  where  a  rim  cud  forms  above 
the  right  edge  of  F. 

Head  3  -  Errant  6  hard  to  see,  but  Errant  8  clearly  seen  on  both  sides  of  the  dentil 
directly  below  center  of  8;  possibly  two  Errant  8s  in  same  area. 

Tail  C  -  Doubled  die  shows  in  right  wing  feathers  and  above  tops  of  letters  in 
ERICA.  A  bold  file  line  slants  down  from  vertical  stripe  5c  to  stripe  6a  bisecting  the 
6'^  vertical  recess  in  the  shield  from  the  left. 

Head  4  -  Minor  doubling  seen  along  the  right  side  of  the  pole  between  cap  and 
hand,  and  on  the  right  side  of  Liberty's  head  where  hair  meets  the  field.  A  fine  die 
crack  connects  stars  5  and  6,  star  8  to  cap,  and  stars  1 1  and  12. 

Tail  D  -  A  bold  file  line  slants  down  from  vertical  stripe  2c  to  stripe  3a  near  top  of 
3'^  vertical  recess.  A  weaker  file  line  connects  3c  and  4a  slightly  lower  down  in  the 
4""  recess.  A  squiggly  die  crack  develops  along  the  base  of  F  DOL  forming  a  cud  on 
crack  between  F  and  D. 
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Head  5  -  Die  doubling  stronger  than  Head  4,  showing  strongest  on  Liberty's  ear, 
the  hair  around  the  ear  and  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  shield.  The  date  is  punched 
lower  and  further  to  the  left  than  on  any  other  1866  Philadelphia  die. 

Tail  Da  -  This  is  the  same  as  Tail  D  in  previous  marriage  except  it  is  a  later  die  state 
The  die  crack  below  F  DOL  is  boldly  seen  on  all  coins. 


Head  6  -  The  top  of  an  Errant  8  or  Errant  6  can  be  seen  high  between  two  dentils 
below  the  right  side  of  the  prominent  8. 

Tail  E  -  There  is  some  slight  die  doubling  along  the  top  of  ERICA  and  the  bottom 
of  DOL.  It  is  nearly  a  perfect  die. 

Head  6a  -  This  is  the  same  as  Head  6  except  the  Errant  8  is  no  longer  visible 
between  the  dentils  as  it  has  been  polished  off  or  worn  off  the  die.  A  circular  die  crack 
connects  stars  3  through  6. 

Tail  F  -  There  are  two  lumps  in  field  between  the  tip  of  the  middle  arrowhead  and 
the  top  of  the  letter  A  in  AMERICA.  The  larger  of  the  two  lumps  is  closer  to  the 
arrowhead. 


Head  7  -  There  are  numerous  errant  date  punches  on  this  die  as  described  and  > 
plated  by  Kevin  Flynn,  but  the  left  base  of  an  Errant  1  protruding  from  Liberty's  hand 
into  the  field  is  the  key  diagnostic. 

Tail  Ea  -  This  is  the  same  as  Tail  E  except  a  late  die  crack  develops  along  the  top 
of  ICA. 

Head  8  -  This  is  a  normal  head  die  with  no  doubling  or  errant  punches.  A  fine  i 
circular  die  crack  develops  that  connects  the  stars  and  digits  in  date.  i 

Tail  G  -  There  are  no  key  diagnostics  for  this  die.  An  early  die  crack  connects  the 
letters  ED  along  their  top  serifs.  Later  die  cracks  slant  down  through  DOL  and  RICA. 

This  completes  my  list  of  die  marriages  for  1866  Philadelphia  half  dollars.  In  i 
summary,  a  total  of  three  different  tail  dies  of  the  MTD-1  type  are  documented  in  this  \ 
list,  one  for  proof  coins  and  two  for  business  strike  coins.  No  half  dollar  working  dies 
of  the  MTD-1  type  were  sent  to  the  San  Francisco  branch  mint.  I  found  records  in  the 
National  Archives  showing  that  a  total  of  40  working  dies  for  the  year  1866  were 
furnished  on  November  13,  1865.  However,  all  of  the  dies  were  those  bearing  the 
date.  Six  of  those  dies  were  for  half  dollars.  San  Francisco  was  expected  to  begin 
coinage  in  1 866  with  tail  dies  left  over  from  the  previous  year.  The  scarce  1 866-S  No 
Motto  half  dollar  is  evidence  that  such  coinage  did  occur.  A  special  shipment  was 
made  to  San  Francisco  on  March  17,  1866  that  contained  only  tail  dies  of  the  new 
With  Motto  design  type.  There  were  36  dies  shipped  with  6  each  for  gold  double 
eagle,  eagle  and  half  eagle  coins  and  6  each  for  silver  dollar,  half  dollar  and  quarter 
dollar  coins. 

Accordingly,  With  Motto  business  strike  half  dollars  of  the  MTD-1  type  are 
unknown  beyond  the  year  1866.  The  same  can't  be  said  of  proof  coins.  The  exact 
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same  die  used  to  make  1866  proof  coins  was  used  to  make  proof  coins  for  1868, 
1 869, 1 870  and  1 871 .  Table  2  shows  the  usage  of  IVITD-I  and  MTD-2  dies  to  make 
proofs  for  the  years  1 866  through  1 872.  Dies  used  for  proof  coins  from  1 872  to  1 891 
were  exclusively  MTD-2  dies. 

Table  2 

Usage  of  MTD-1  and  MTD-2  Proof  Dies 
Year         1866      1867      1868      1869      1870      1871  1872 

MTD-1         X  -  X  X  X  X  - 

MTD-2         -  X  -  X  -  X  X 


Plate  3.  1866  Proof  Half  Dollar  with  Tine  over  Second  S  In  STATES 

Just  as  the  master  tail  dies  have  flaws  that  allow  them  to  be  differentiated  as  shown 
in  Plates  1  and  2,  the  working  die  used  to  make  1866  proof  coins  has  a  diagnostic 
flaw.  The  flaw  appears  as  an  apostrophe  shaped  tine  or  artifact  protruding  from  the 
dentils  above  the  left  side  of  the  second  S  in  STATES  as  shown  in  Plate  3. 

Although  somewhat  weakened  by  die  wear  and  die  polishing,  the  exact  same 
diagnostic  flaw  shown  in  Plate  3  can  be  seen  on  all  of  the  MTD-1  proof  coins  through 
1871 .  I  am  sure  that  this  flaw  is  associated  with  the  working  die  and  not  the  master 
die  because  it  does  not  appear  on  the  two  MTD-1  business  strike  dies  for  1866  half 
dollars. 


Plate  4. 1871  Proof  Half  Dollar  with  Missing  Shield  Stripes 
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Die  wear  and  die  polishing  had  a  more  dramatic  effect  on  the  vertical  stripes  in  the 
reverse  shield  of  this  die.  In  particular,  the  bottom  portion  of  the  2"^^  and  3'^  sets  of  vertical 
stripes  is  significantly  reduced  on  1868  proof  half  dollars.  By  1871 ,  several  sections  of 
these  vertical  stripes  are  completely  polished  off  the  die  as  shown  in  Plate  4 

One  additional  aspect  of  the  proof  tail  die  of  1 866  that  I  find  very  interesting  is  that 
the  same  die  was  used  to  make  1865  Judd  429  Pattern  Half  Dollars.  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine  a  choice  proof  example  of  a  Judd  429  half  dollar  in  October 
1 999.  I  found  that  the  obverse  of  the  pattern  was  from  the  same  head  die  as  regular 
proof  coins  issued  for  1 865  with  the  date  slanting  down,  and  the  reverse  of  the  pattern 
was  from  the  same  tail  die  as  regular  proof  coins  issued  for  1 866.  However,  the  die 
state  of  the  pattern  coin  was  noticeably  later  than  the  die  state  of  either  of  the 
associated  proof  coins.  In  fact,  I  believe  the  die  state  of  the  reverse  of  the  Judd  429 
pattern  was  later  than  that  observed  on  my  1 868  proof  half  dollar;  indicating  that  the 
pattern  was  made  between  1 868  and  1 871 .  I  have  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  pattern 
coins  and  do  not  wish  to  reach  any  conclusions  in  this  article.  Rather,  I  point  this  out 
as  an  area  where  further  research  is  needed. 

The  new  original  master  tail  die  introduced  in  1866  remained  in  effect  until  1876 
when  I  believe  a  working  hub  from  Stage  4  was  modified  and  used  to  sink  a  new 
master  die  at  Stage  3  which  was  then  used  to  raise  some  new  working  hubs.  In 
addition  to  the  old  Type  1  open  bud  hub  and  the  new  Type  2  closed  bud  hub,  it 
appears  that  there  was  a  3'''  transitional  hub  that  has  characteristics  of  both  the  Type 
1  and  Type  2  hubs.  When  our  complete  guide  was  published  in  1 993,  Bill  Bugert  and 
I  were  aware  of  only  a  single  transitional  die  which  was  listed  and  plated  as  1 877  WB- 
1 02.  Since  publication,  we  have  identified  seven  more  transitional  dies,  six  for  1 876 
coins  and  one  for  1 877-S  coins  which  seems  to  indicate  that  a  transitional  liub  was 
involved.  The  hub  variations  for  this  era  are  quite  interesting  and  a  few  of  the 
individual  dies  are  considered  to  be  very  rare.  However,  this  must  remain  the  subject 
of  a  future  article. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  good  friend  Bill  Bugert  for  taking  the  digital  coin  images 
for  this  article. 
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Underfoot  Discovery  of  Seated  Coins  and  Their 

Brethren 

by 

Ken  Cable-Camilleis 

As  a  seasoned  metal  detectorist  I  found  Len  Augsburger's  article  in  Issue  #98 
about  an  unearthed  1870-CC  quarter  to  be  very  fascinating.  I  always  enjoy  reading 
good  copy  about  rare  coins  that  have  been  found  underfoot  but  finding  a  coin  as  rare 
and  as  valuable  as  an  1 870-CC  quarter  strikes  me  as  mind  boggling.  It  is  even  more 
amazing  when  you  consider  that  this  is  the  rarest  date  in  the  entire  Seated  quarter 
series  with  an  original  mintage  of  only  8340  pieces.  I  would  therefore  like  to  describe 
some  of  my  own  adventures  as  a  metal  detectorist  and  indicate  how  careful  research 
can  lead  to  some  amazing  discoveries. 

As  an  historian  with  an  interest  in  American  history  during  the  generation  just 
preceding  the  Civil  War,  I  have  concentrated  my  metal  detecting  activities  on  finding 
early  Seated  coinage  and  other  pieces  that  would  have  been  in  circulation  at  that 
time.  I  have  pursued  this  adventure  by  seeking  out  places  where  people  hung  out 
during  the  second  quarter  of  the  19'^  century.  Because  of  the  period  that  I  have 
chosen  to  study,  I  would  not  expect  to  find  a  coin  dated  in  the  1 870s  but  I  have  had 
success  in  finding  an  abundance  of  earlier  coins.  Most  of  my  finds  have  been 
common  date  coins  that  are  of  little  numismatic  value  after  exposure  to  the  elements 
for  more  than  a  century,  but  I  have  made  a  few  significant  discoveries.  The  excitement 
of  bringing  back  pieces  of  history  and  being  able  to  correlate  them  with  a  specific 
event  has  supercharged  me  with  an  adrenaline  rush  that  has  kept  me  in  relentless 
pursuit  of  these  abandoned  sites.  Whenever  I  find  an  old  coin  from  the  19'^  century, 
I  mentally  propel  myself  back  in  time  to  my  favorite  period  in  history,  and  think  about 
the  person  who  lost  it,  how  hard  he  worked  for  his  money,  and  how  he  lived  and  died 
during  this  forgotten  period. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  I  discovered  through  library  research  that  camp  meetings 
were  the  social  rage  in  New  England  during  the  middle  decades  of  the  1 9""  century. 
Camp  meetings  evolved  toward  the  end  of  the  18"^  century  in  the  backcountry 
territories  of  the  Midwest  as  open  air  socioreligious  revival  gatherings.  Camp 
meetings  were  sponsored  primarily  by  Methodist  organizations  and  societies,  and 
they  usually  lasted  for  about  a  week  every  summer.  Although  Methodist  camp 
meetings  reached  their  apex  in  popularity  and  attendance  after  the  Civil  War,  they 
peaked  in  the  six  New  England  states  from  the  mid-1 830s  to  the  early  1850s. 

Before  the  Civil  War,  the  main  reason  camp  meetings  were  held  was  that  our 
young  nation  was  embroiled  in  a  brewing  crisis,  and  the  thrust  of  these  meetings  was 
not  only  religious  in  nature  but  also  included  a  balance  of  secular  programming  set 
up  to  form  discussion  groups  headed  by  clergy  members  or  group  moderators. 
These  programs  addressed  political  issues  such  as  the  slavery  question,  the 
turbulent  economy,  conflicts  with  natives,  and  other  important  issues  of  the  day. 
During  the  period  from  1 829  to  1 856,  people  were  on  edge  about  the  constant  threat 
of  civil  war  and  the  rending  of  their  nation,  a  conflict  that  would  be  realized  within  a 
generation.  In  the  early  1 830s  there  were  the  Indian  Removal  Act,  the  Black  Hawk  and 
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Seminole  Wars,  and  an  unraveling  of  the  national  econonny  during  a  depression  that 
reached  its  height  of  desperation  in  1 837.  When  President  Andrew  Jackson  failed  to 
renew  the  charter  for  the  federal  banking  system  in  1836,  federal  funds  were 
deposited  into  pet  state  banks.  The  havoc  created  by  this  situation  was  a  prime 
debate  topic  at  camp  meetings  in  the  late  1 830s  and  early  1 840s,  when  it  is  said  that 
thousands  of  people  would  attend  and  partake  of  camp  activities  that  were  held  in 
large  tents. 

At  camp  meetings  people  often  got  emotionally  overwrought  from  the  rigorous 
clerical  exercises  in  which  they  were  involved.  In  these  ecstatic  moments  they  would 
lose  their  money  and  other  personal  effects.  Such  lost  items  would  be  easy  to  find 
with  a  metal  detector  if  the  exact  location  of  the  camp  meeting  could  be  discovered. 

I  set  out  to  find  my  first  camp  meeting  site  during  the  fall  of  1 991  and  located  it  a  year 
later.  I  knew  that  I  had  found  it  when  over  a  period  of  four  days  I  had  detected  a  Seated 
half  dime,  a  Seated  dime,  two  Capped  Bust  dimes,  ten  large  cents  and  two  silver 
pieces  from  countries  under  Spanish  rule.  These  Spanish-American  silver  coins  were 
considered  legal  tender  at  BV^  cents  and  1 2V2  cents  respectively  until  1 857. 1  returned 
to  the  site  several  days  later  and  found  a  couple  dozen  more  coins  lost  during  these 
camp  meetings  of  yestercentury. 

Over  the  next  several  years  I  pulverized  this  site  with  three  different  metal 
detectors,  and  came  up  with  a  total  of  five  Capped  Bust  dimes,  four  Seated  dimes, 

I I  Capped  Bust  half  dimes,  1 6  Seated  half  dimes,  an  1 837  Capped  Bust  quarter  with 
Extremely  Fine  details,  over  1 00  large  cents  and  about  two  dozen  pieces  of  Spanish 
silver.  The  Spanish  pieces  were  mostly  dated  from  1771  to  1808  and  were  heavily 
worn  from  decades  of  circulation.  None  of  the  silver  coins  were  dated  after  1 853  and 
most  of  the  Seated  coins  and  many  of  the  Bust  silver  pieces  had  very  little  wear. 
Unfortunately,  there  were  spots  of  silver  oxidation  bleeding  through  the  shiny 
surfaces  on  most  of  the  higher  grade  pieces.  The  main  culprit  was  not  the  length  of 
time  that  the  coins  had  been  in  the  ground  but  the  fact  that  the  area  was  covered  with 
pine  trees  that  exuded  corrosive  chemicals.  Many  of  the  copper  pieces  were  badly 
oxidized  or  eaten  away  at  the  edges,  but  the  majority  of  them  were  identifiable  by 


High  Grade  1843  Half  Dime  Found  Underfoot 

This  piece  was  found  at  a  former  Methodist  camp  meeting  grove  that  was  last  used 
in  1856.  Notice  die  cracks  that  identify  reverse  die. 
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date,  most  being  from  the  1 830s  and  1 840s.  Some  were  so  sharp  that  an  encrustation 
could  literally  be  pealed  off  after  a  gentle  soaking,  revealing  an  unworn  and  lustrous 
texture,  indicating  that  they  were  nearly  new  when  lost.  Although  the  world  had 
changed  dramatically  since  this  camp  meeting  site  was  abandoned  in  1 857,  time  had 
stood  still  at  this  location  until  I  discovered  it  136  years  later. 

During  the  last  fifteen  years  I  have  continued  my  quest  to  rediscover  forgotten  life 
from  the  second  quarter  of  the  1 9'^  century,  focusing  mostly  on  the  period  from  1 831 
to  1 846.  In  my  research  I  discovered  several  other  camp  meeting  sites,  some  of  which 
yielded  at  least  one  period  coin  while  a  few  others  gave  up  a  handful  of  large  cents 
and  Spanish  silver  pieces.  Shortly  after  my  article  Seated  Finds  at  Historical  Sites  was 
published  in  Issue  #84  of  the  journal,  I  rediscovered  a  site  on  July  28, 2002  that  was 
adjacent  to  a  defunct  summer  camp  that  I  had  visited  in  the  mid-1960s.  I  started 
hitting  the  site  with  a  metal  detecting  friend  from  a  local  Treasure  Hunters  club.  I  had 
found  several  large  cents  and  an  1832  Canadian  half  cent  "Thistle  Token"  but  my 
companion  scored  a  big  hit,  a  superb  1 830  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  with  glowing  mint 
state  details  and  no  corrosion!  It  was  later  attributed  as  an  1 830  0-1 1 6  half  dollar,  an 
R-2  rarity  in  the  Capped  Bust  series.  For  nearly  a  year  we  pummeled  the  site,  which 
was  an  old  farm  where  open  air  churcfi  meetings  were  held  and  where  a  house  set 
back  in  a  pasture  had  burned  down  sometime  between  1835  and  1846. 

I  was  back  in  the  area  in  July  2003  and  noted  that  the  tall  meadow  grass  had 
recently  been  mowed  to  ground  level  by  someone  who  lived  on  the  property.  This 
made  detecting  easier  and  on  July  5'^  I  dug  up  a  beautiful  gold  signet  ring  with  the 
initials  CF  that  was  so  old  it  didn't  have  a  gold  grade  stamped  into  it,  but  I  knew  that 
It  was  the  real  thing.  The  property  where  the  ring  was  found  had  been  in  the  same 
family  for  nearly  200  years  and  the  present  owner  indicated  that  she  had  a  female 
ancestor  with  those  same  initials  who  lived  in  the  area  during  the  19'^  century. 
Judging  from  her  life  span,  she  would  have  lost  the  ring  sometime  between  1 81 3  and 
1 846,  the  historical  period  that  I  have  been  studying.  This  got  my  adrenaline  pumping 
again! 

I  didn't  know  what  to  expect  when  my  friend  and  I  set  out  the  next  morning.  We 
spent  three  hours  on  the  field  and  weren't  coming  up  with  anything  except  a  few 
modern  coins.  We  took  a  break  for  a  picnic  lunch  and  shortly  after  starting  up  again, 
I  swung  my  detector  over  a  patch  that  yielded  two  interesting  signals,  one  of  which 
I  was  almost  sure  indicated  a  coin.  The  most  promising  signal  turned  out  to  be  a 
grimly  corroded  Draped  Bust  large  cent  from  the  period  1 796  to  1 807. 1  wasn't  sure 
that  the  second  signal  was  a  coin  because  the  pitch  of  the  tone  was  lower  than  for 
any  of  the  copper  or  silver  coins  that  I  had  found.  I  thought  that  the  signal  might  be 
for  one  of  the  many  period  metal  buttons  that  remain  hidden  at  the  site.  But  soon  I 
saw  that  I  had  dug  out  a  gleaming  coin  with  an  eagle  on  the  exposed  reverse.  At  first 
glance  through  my  tinted  sunglasses,  I  thought  that  it  was  a  Capped  Bust  or  Seated 
quarter.  A  closer  look  revealed  something  that  sent  my  pulse  racing,  the  denomina- 
tion 5  D.  What  I  had  found  was  a  Classic  Head  half  eagle,  my  first  gold  coin  find  in 
over  30  years  of  metal  detecting!  There  was  a  clod  of  caked  dirt  covering  the  obverse 
but  I  could  see  that  the  details  were  superb,  with  some  radiating  original  mint  luster. 
I  raced  down  the  slope  where  my  buddy  was  detecting,  my  arms  waving  wildly  in  the 
air.  I  stopped  detecting,  let  my  friend  take  over  my  spot,  and  walked  to  the  other  end 
of  the  meadow  toward  a  lake  so  that  I  could  gently  soak  my  newfound  treasure 
without  scratching  it.  I  was  then  able  to  see  the  nearly  unworn  details  and  I  could  read 
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the  date  clearly.  It  was  an  1834  Classic  Head  half  eagle,  the  first  and  most  connmon 
date  for  this  short  series.  Two  weeks  later  I  spoke  to  John  McCloskey  and  he  was  able 
to  confirm  that  it  was  an  example  of  a  relatively  scarce  variety  for  this  date.  Not  a  bad 
day's  pay,  but  the  poor  soul  who  lost  it  some  160  years  earlier  was  probably  out  a 
week's  pay,  or  maybe  more. 

It  has  not  yet  been  proven  that  camp  meetings  were  held  at  this  latter  site,  but  I 
strongly  suspect  that  it  was  a  camp  meeting  site  based  upon  the  abundance  of  period 
coins  lost  there.  Methodist  church  related  functions  may  have  been  held  there  or  it 
could  have  been  the  site  for  quarterly  meetings  that  were  often  held  outdoors  in  the 
warmer  months  since  poor  ventilation  and  poor  air  quality  increased  the  airborne 
spread  of  communicable  diseases  in  those  days. 

Although  a  number  of  communities  still  hold  camp  meetings  today,  in  many 
respects  they  have  long  been  forgotten.  Many  locations  that  were  teeming  with 
activity  more  than  1 50  years  ago  are  now  overgrown  expanses  of  dense  woods  or 
open  meadows.  What  is  generally  known  only  to  the  devout  historian  is  that  the 
patrons  at  these  camp  meetings  left  behind  a  legacy  of  a  culture  that  is  best  reflected 
in  the  discovery  of  pre-Civil  War  era  coins,  and  contextually  identifiable  to  this  period. 
Camp  meeting  groves  have  proven  to  be  repositories  for  the  Seated  coins  that  we 
have  come  to  know  and  love,  and  the  deeper  into  the  woods  you  go,  the  further 
removed  in  time  you  are  from  current  human  activity.  A  clearing  here  and  there  has 
made  it  easier  to  recover  early  Seated  coins  along  with  the  many  other  coins  that 
coexisted  with  them,  and  many  of  them  are  only  an  inch  or  two  below  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  Although  coins  are  not  considered  historical  artifacts  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  term,  when  found  in  abundance  they  do  tell  quite  the  tale  of  historically 
significant  events  from  the  distant  past. 


High  Grade  1834  Classic  Gold  Half  Eagle  Found  Underfoot 

This  beautiful  coin  was  found  in  a  field  near  an  old  camp  meeting  site.  The  die 
cracks  around  the  obverse  stars  identify  it  as  a  scarce  variety  for  this  year. 
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Proof  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Survey  Results 

by 

Darrell  Low 


This  article  will  provide  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  proof  quarters  reported  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Survey  that  was  published  in  Issue  #1 00  of  the  journal. 
There  were  232  proof  coins  reported  in  that  survey  and  they  will  be  tabulated  by  date, 
grade,  third  party  grading  service  and  cameo  designations.  Table  1  is  a  listing  of  the 
No  Motto  proof  coins  in  the  survey  from  1 838  to  1 865.  The  table  shows  that  there  were 
55  coins  reported  for  these  years  with  most  of  them  in  the  Choice  Proof  63-64  range 
and  the  Gem  Proof  65-66  range.  Only  one  piece  was  reported  in  the  Superb  Gem 
Proof  67-68  range,  an  1865  coin  in  NGC  Proof-68.  The  table  shows  that  very  few  coins 
were  reported  for  the  early  years  with  no  more  than  two  specimens  listed  for  any  date 
prior  to  1 857.  For  the  later  years  there  were  three  to  five  pieces  reported  for  every  date 
from  1857  to  1864. 

Table  2  is  a  listing  of  No  Motto  proof  quarters  by  grading  service. 


Table  2 

No  Motto  Proof  Quarters  by  Third  Party  Grading  Service 


Grading 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Service 

60-62 

63-64 

65-66 

67-68 

Total 

PCGS 

4 

12 

13 

0 

29 

NGC 

0 

6 

14 

1 

21 

Other  Services 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Raw 

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Total 

~T 

20 

27 

1 

55 
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Table  1 


No  Motto  Proof  Quarters  1838 

-  1865 

Prnnf 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Date 

60-62 

63-64 

65-66 

67-68 

Total 

1838 

_ 

- 

0 

1839 

_ 

_ 

- 

0 

1840 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

1841 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1842 

_ 

- 

0 

1843 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1844 

_ 

- 

0 

1845 

1 

- 

1 

1846 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1847 

1 

_ 

1 

1848 

1 

_ 

1 

1849 

1 

1 

1850 

1 

1 

2 

1851 

_ 

0 

1852 

0 

1853  WA 

2 

_ 

2 

1854 

1 

_ 

1 

1855 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

1856 

1 

1 

2 

1857 

2 

1 

3 

1858 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

4 

1859 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1860 

3 

2 

5 

1861 

1 

2 

3 

1862 

4 

_ 

4 

1863 

2 

2 

4 

1864 

2 

2 

4 

1865 

1 

2 

3 

1 

7 

Total 

7 

20 

27 

1 

55 

Table  2  shows  that  all  but  five  of  the  No  Motto  proof  coins  were  certified  by  either 
PCGS  or  NGC.  The  coins  were  almost  evenly  split  between  these  two  services  with 
a  few  more  pieces  reported  for  PCGS.  Another  point  of  interest  is  that  all  of  the  coins 
reported  in  Gem  Proof  grades  were  certified  by  either  PCGS  or  NGC. 
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Table  3  is  a  listing  of  the  With  Motto  proof  coins  in  the  survey  from  1 866  to  1 891 . 

This  table  shows  that  there  were  1 77  coins  reported  for  these  years  and  that  they 
were  almost  equally  split  among  the  four  grade  ranges  in  the  table.  Coins  were 
reported  for  each  date  of  this  type  with  the  number  ranging  from  three  to  eleven 
pieces.  There  were  no  more  than  four  pieces  in  the  Superb  Gem  Proof  67-68  range 
for  any  year  but  at  least  two  pieces  were  reported  for  every  date  after  1 871  except  for 
1878,  1881  and  1887. 

Table  4  is  a  listing  of  the  With  Motto  proof  coins  by  grading  service. 

Table  4 

With  Motto  Proof  Quarters  by  Third  Party  Grading  Service 


Grading 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Service 

60-62 

63-64 

65-66 

67-68 

Total 

PCGS 

5 

23 

21 

20 

69 

NGC 

3 

9 

20 

27 

59 

Other  Services 

4 

8 

1 

0 

13 

Raw 

25 

9 

2 

0 

36 

Total 

37 

49 

44 

47 

177 

The  table  shows  that  36  of  the  177  With  Motto  coins  were  not  certified  but  most 
of  these  were  in  the  Proof  60-62  range.  The  vast  majority  of  the  coins  were  certified 
by  PCGS  or  NGC  with  a  few  more  pieces  reported  for  PCGS.  All  but  three  of  the  91 
coins  reported  in  Gem  Proof  grades  were  certified  by  either  PCGS  or  NGC  with  these 
coins  almost  evenly  split  between  the  two  services.  Finally,  more  than  half  of  the  proof 
coins  reported  for  this  type  were  in  the  Gem  Proof  grade  range. 

Table  5  combines  the  No  Motto  and  With  Motto  coins  into  a  single  table  and 
examines  the  listing  by  grading  service. 


Table  5 

Liberty  Seated  Proof  Quarters  by  Third  Party  Grading  Service 


Grading 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Service 

60-62 

63-64 

65-66 

67-68 

Total 

Percent 

PCGS 

9 

35 

34 

20 

98 

42.2 

NGC 

3 

15 

34 

28 

80 

34.5 

Other  Services 

5 

9 

1 

0 

15 

6.5 

Raw 

27 

10 

2 

0 

39 

16.8 

Total 

44 

69 

71 

48 

232 

100.0 

Only  39  of  the  232  proof  quarters  reported  in  this  sun/ey  were  not  graded  by  a  third 
party  grading  service.  The  majority  of  the  certified  coins  were  graded  by  PCGS  or 
NGC  with  a  combined  76.7%  of  the  total.  There  were  also  15  coins  graded  by  other 
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Table  3 

With  Motto  Proof  Quarters  1866  -  1891 


Proof 

rrOOT 

rrooT 

Pmrtf 

n;)tp 

Li/CI 

60-62 

63-64 

65-66 

67-68 

Total 

1  Rf>R 

2 

4 

3 

9 

1  Rfi7 
1  ou  / 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6 

18fi8 

1  \J\JKJ 

1 

1 

3 

3 

7 

1RRQ 

3 

1 

4 

1 

9 

iR7n 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1871 

4 

2 

3 

1 

10 

1872 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1873  NA 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

1 873  WA 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1874 

1 

3 

2 

6 

1875 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1876 

1 

4 

5 

1877 

2 

3 

5 

1878 

2 

3 

5 

1879 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1880 

2 

2 

3 

7 

1881 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1882 

3 

4 

2 

2 

11 

1883 

3 

1 

3 

7 

1884 

2 

4 

2 

2 

10 

1885 

1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

1886 

4 

3 

2 

9 

1887 

3 

2 

1 

6 

1  PAR 

p 

p 

t 

1889 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1890 

1 

2 

3 

1891 

2 

3 

1 

3 

9 

Total 

37 

49 

44 

47 

177 

services  including  ANACS,  PCI  and  SEGS.  In  the  Proof  60-62  range,  collectors 
tended  not  to  have  their  coins  certified.  One  1870  coin  was  classified  as  impaired 
Proof-50  and  included  in  the  Proof  60-62  total.  Over  85%  of  the  coins  in  the  Choice 
Proof  63-64  range  were  certified.  In  Gem  Proof-65  and  above,  98.3%  of  the  coins 
were  certified. 
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All  proof  quarters  from  1858  and  before  are  extremely  rare.  There  were  only  24 
pieces  reported  for  the  years  from  1 840  to  1 858.  There  were  31  No  Motto  pieces  from 
1 859  to  1 865  and  1 77  With  Motto  quarters  from  1 866  to  1 891 .  About  half  of  the  proof 
quarters  were  Gem  Proof-65  or  better  but  only  a  single  No  Motto  coin,  an  1 865  NGC 
Proof-68  quarter  was  classified  as  Superb  Gem  Proof.  Amazingly,  47  With  Motto 
coins  were  classified  as  Superb  Gem  Proof  including  nine  pieces  that  were  graded 
Proof-68 1 

The  third  party  grading  services  have  only  been  designating  coins  with  Cameo  or 
Deep  Cameo  characteristics  for  the  past  couple  of  years.  Table  6  below  contains  the 
breakdown  of  these  designations  by  grading  service.  There  were  33  certified  coins 
out  of  1 93  that  were  designated  as  Cameo  or  Deep  Cameo,  about  1 7%  of  the  certified 
coins.  This  percentage  could  be  a  bit  misleading  since  it  is  likely  that  a  number  of 
other  pieces  graded  more  than  5  years  ago  would  also  receive  these  designations 
if  resubmitted  today.  There  were  no  coins  between  1840  and  1857  that  were 
designated  as  Cameo  or  Deep  Cameo.  There  were  seven  No  Motto  proof  coins  that 
received  a  Cameo  designation  but  none  with  a  Deep  Cameo  designation.  The  With 
Motto  proofs  included  22  Cameo  and  4  Deep  Cameo  coins. 

Table  6 

Cameo  and  Deep  Cameo  Proof  Quarters  by  Grading  Service 


Grading  Service  Cameo  Deep  Cameo 

PCGS  17  3 

NGC  11  1 

Other  Services  1  0 

Total  29  4 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  not  a  single  respondent  had  a  complete  set  of  proof 
Seated  quarters  from  1857  to  1891 .  Three  respondents  needed  five  or  fewer  coins 
to  complete  their  set.  There  are  probably  several  hundred  proof  quarters  for  each 
date  between  1859  and  1891.  With  only  a  small  percentage  of  these  coins  in  this 
survey,  it  is  hard  to  say  what  type  of  collector  is  building  these  sets.  Proof  coins  are 
attractive  to  collectors  who  don't  specialize  in  Seated  coinage  due  to  the  beautiful 
mirrored  surfaces  and  cameo  devices  that  they  possess.  These  pieces  make 
wonderful  type  coins  as  they  are  typically  well  struck.  Some  collectors  prefer  the 
black  and  white  look  while  others  search  for  toned  original  pieces.  Even  with  the 
current  availability  of  Seated  quarters  in  proof  grades,  putting  together  a  complete 
set  is  still  a  formidable  challenge. 
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1873  Closed  3  over  Open  3  Comparisons 

by 

John  McCloskey  and  Bill  Bugert 

The  Closed  3  and  Open  3  date  styles  for  1 873  coinage  have  been  known  for  many 
years  and  are  extremely  popular  among  collectors.  They  were  even  described  for 
half  dollars  by  ML  Beistle  in  his  die  variety  text  "A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
and  Sub-Varieties"  that  was  published  in  1929.  He  described  Obverse  1  for  1873 
Philadelphia  half  dollars  as  "two  knobs  of  3  are  far  apart"  and  Obverse  2  as  "knobs 
of  3  are  closer  together."  These  varieties  were  occasionally  listed  in  auction 
catalogues  during  the  1950s  but  Harry  X  Boosel  is  credited  with  popularizing  them 
in  the  1 960s.  He  published  a  series  of  articles  describing  them  for  many  denomina- 
tions of  US  coinage  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  in  1957  and  1958  and 
later  published  a  64  page  booklet  on  the  two  date  styles  in  1 960.  In  this  article  we  will 
present  our  theory  on  how  the  change  from  a  Closed  3  to  an  Open  3  date  style  was 
implemented. 

The  early  issues  of  1873  had  a  3  that  was  almost  closed  with  the  knobs  nearly 
touching.  In  a  letter  dated  January  1 8, 1 873  Chief  Coiner  Snowden  lodged  a  formal 
complaint  about  this  defect  with  Mint  Director  Pollock.  He  writes  "I  desire  in  a  formal 
manner  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  figures  used  in  dating  the  dies  for  the  present 
year.  They  are  so  heavy,  and  the  space  between  each  so  small  that  upon  the  smaller 
gold  and  silver,  and  upon  the  base  coins  it  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  with 
the  naked  eye,  whetherthe  last  figure  is  an  eight  or  a  three."  Later  on  in  the  same  letter 
he  states  "I  would  recommend  that  an  entire  new  set  of  figures  avoiding  the  defects 
of  those  now  in  use,  be  prepared  at  the  earliest  possible  day."  In  his  encyclopedia 
Walter  Breen  indicates  that  Mint  Director  Pollock  at  once  ordered  the  Engraving 
Department  to  prepare  new  date  logotypes  with  an  Open  3  for  all  denominations.  The 
gap  between  the  knobs  on  the  Closed  3  was  widened  creating  the  Open  3  logotypes 
that  were  used  later  in  the  year.  Figures  1  and  2  show  the  differences  between  the 
Closed  3  and  Open  3  logotypes  for  1 873  half  dollars.  Note  the  difference  in  the  size 


Figure  1.  Figure  2. 

1873  Closed  3  Half  Dollar  1873  Open  3  Half  Dollar 
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of  the  knobs  and  the  distance  between  the  knobs  on  the  digit  3.  For  Liberty  Seated 
coinage,  both  date  styles  are  known  for  1873  dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars.  All 
known  1 873  half  dimes  and  Seated  dollars  were  struck  from  Closed  3  dies.  It  is  unlikely 
that  Open  3  dies  were  used  to  strike  these  denominations  because  both  were 
abolished  by  the  Coinage  Act  of  February  1 2, 1 873  that  went  into  effect  on  April  1 , 1 873. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  completely  new  date  logotypes  were  made  to  create  the 
Open  3  date  styles  for  each  denomination.  For  the  last  two  years  the  authors  have 
discussed  the  possibility  that  the  new  logotypes  were  created  by  simply  grinding  down 
the  knobs  on  the  existing  logotypes  to  achieve  the  desired  separation  in  the  final  digit. 
Measurements  taken  on  coins  recording  the  size  of  the  digits,  the  shape  of  the  digits 
and  the  distance  between  digits  seemed  to  indicate  that  this  was  a  real  possibility.  But 
we  knew  that  we  needed  stronger  evidence  for  this  theory  to  be  accepted  by  other 
numismatists.  We  therefore  turned  to  digital  photography  and  photo  processing 
techniques  and  overlaid  digital  photographs  of  Closed  3  and  Open  3  half  dollars  to  see 
if  this  theory  was  plausible.  The  results  of  this  comparison  for  half  dollars  and  other 
Seated  denominations  will  be  discussed  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

Figure  3  is  a  photograph  of  the  date  of  an  Open  3  half  dollar  overlaid  with  a 
photograph  of  the  date  of  a  Closed  3  half  dollar.  The  photographs  have  been  aligned 
so  that  the  dates  match  up  as  closely  as  possible.  An  examination  of  the  photograph 
shows  that  the  dates  match  perfectly  in  size,  shape  and  spacing  except  for  the 
increased  distance  between  the  knobs  of  the  digit  3.  The  lower  knob  has  been  cut 
back  only  slightly  but  the  upper  knob  has  been  drastically  reduced  in  size  to  double 
the  distance  between  the  two  knobs.  The  transparency  of  the  two  images  was 
digitally  adjusted  to  make  the  comparison  as  clear  as  possible.  The  difference  in  date 
placement  in  the  obverse  field  is  reflected  by  the  two  rows  of  denticles  below  the  date 
in  the  photograph.  This  comparison  provides  additional  evidence  to  support  the 
theory  that  the  Closed  3  date  logotypes  could  have  been  modified  to  create  the  new 
Open  3  style.  It  seems  reasonable  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  more  efficient  to  remove 
the  excess  metal  from  the  existing  Closed  3  date  punches  than  to  create  completely 
new  punches  with  an  Open  3.  The  Closed  3  punches  would  no  longer  be  required 
in  the  preparation  of  new  dies  so  it  would  make  sense  to  modify  them  for  use  later 
in  the  year. 


Figure  3.  1873  Closed  3  Over  Open  3  Half  Dollar 
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Figure  4  is  a  photograph  of  the  date  of  an  Open  3  quarter  overlaid  with  a 
photograph  of  the  date  of  a  Closed  3  quarter.  With  proper  alignment  the  dates  again 
match  up  perfectly  except  for  the  differences  in  the  knobs  of  the  digit  3.  In  this  case 
the  lower  knob  as  been  cut  back  rather  dramatically  while  the  upper  knob  has  been 
cut  back  and  greatly  reduced  in  size.  These  revisions  have  more  than  doubled  the 
distance  between  the  two  knobs  of  the  digit  3.  The  picture  of  the  date  of  the  1 873  No 
Arrows  Closed  3  quarter  was  provided  by  Rich  Uhrich  Rare  Coins, 
www.richuhrichcoins.com. 


Figure  4. 1873  Closed  3  Over  Open  3  Quarter 


Figure  5  is  a  photograph  of  the  date  of  an  Open  3  dime  overlaid  with  a  photograph 
of  the  date  of  a  Closed  3  dime.  The  dates  again  match  up  perfectly  except  for  the 
differences  in  the  knobs  of  the  3.  The  lower  knob  has  been  cut  back  and  reduced  in 
size  while  the  upper  knob  has  been  cut  back  to  double  the  distance  between  the  two 
knobs.  Seated  dime  specialist  Gerry  Fortin  has  studied  the  dime  logotypes  and 
confirmed  the  finding  that  we  have  obtained  in  this  article. 

All  known  1873  Seated  dollars  were  struck  from  Closed  3  dies.  While  an  Open  3 
date  logotype  was  ordered  for  Seated  dollars  it  is  unlikely  that  this  new  punch  was 
ever  used  on  this  denomination  because  it  was  abolished  by  the  Coinage  Act  of 
February  12,  1873.  This  act  also  created  the  Trade  Dollar  and  coinage  of  this  new 


Figure  5.  1873  Closed  3  Over  Open  3  Dime 
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denomination  began  on  July  11 , 1 873.  All  known  1 873  Trade  Dollars  have  a  date  with 
an  Open  3  and  it  is  unlikely  that  examples  exist  with  a  Closed  3  due  to  its  late 
production  schedule  in  1873. 

Figure  6  is  a  photograph  of  the  date  of  an  1 873  Open  3  Trade  Dollar  overlaid  with 
a  photograph  of  the  date  of  an  1 873  Closed  3  Seated  dollar.  Again  the  dates  match 
up  perfectly  except  that  the  lower  knob  of  the  digit  3  has  been  cut  back  to  create  the 
new  date  logotype.  This  comparison  suggests  that  the  Seated  dollar  date  punch  with 
a  Closed  3  was  modified  to  create  the  Trade  Dollar  date  punch  with  an  Open  3.  While 
we  cannot  rule  out  the  possibility  that  an  1873  Open  3  Seated  dollar  or  an  1873 
Closed  3  Trade  Dollar  may  exist,  it  seems  very  unlikely  due  to  the  production 
schedules  of  these  two  denominations  in  1873. 

Another  numismatist  has  a  similar  explanation  for  the  Closed  3  and  Open  3 
varieties.  A  cataloguer  for  the  Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg  Sale  39,  Pre-Long  Beach,  CA 
from  February  1 1 , 2007  described  Lot  #21 01 ,  an  1 873  Open  3  $1  gold  piece  as  "coins 
of  1 873  were  made  with  Closed  3  in  the  date  and  Open  3  in  the  date.  A  quick  glance 
at  the  1 873  Closed  3  date,  made  early  in  the  year,  resembled  1 878,  as  the  knobs  on 
the  3  were  close  together.  The  Open  3  was  created  by  filing  away  most  of  the  bottom 
knob  on  the  3  of  the  date  logotype  and  trimming  the  knob  to  a  smaller  size;  dies 
punched  with  this  modified  date  logotype  are  called  Open  3." 

In  "The  Macmillan  Encyclopedia  Directory  of  Numismatics"  published  in  1982, 
Richard  G.  Doty  defines  a  date  logotype  as  "A  number  punch  with  two  or  more  digits, 
formerly  used  to  place  digits  on  coin  dies."  He  goes  on  to  say  that  "The  date  logotype 
was  designed  to  speed  up  the  production  of  coinage  dies;  its  operation  in  the  United 
States  extended  from  approximately  1 840  to  1 900."  The  photographic  comparisons 
included  with  this  study  provide  evidence  to  show  that  the  date  logotypes  were 
modified  for  at  least  one  year  during  this  period. 

This  article  presents  a  plausible  theory  for  the  origin  of  the  1873  Open  3  date 
logotypes.  We  may  never  know  exactly  what  happened  at  the  Mint  but  the  Closed  3 
date  punches  were  most  likely  ground  down  to  create  the  Open  3  punches.  With  more 
documentation  on  coinage  operations  at  the  Mint  and  additional  studies  on  1873 
coinage,  we  may  develop  a  better  understanding  of  Mint  procedures  during  this  year. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Gerry  Fortin  and  Rich  Uhrich  for  their  assistance  with  this 
article.  Comments  on  the  theory  described  in  this  article  are  welcome  and  should  be 
sent  to  Bill  Bugert  at  wb8cpy@arrl.net. 


Figure  6.  1873  Closed  3  Seated  Dollar  Over  Open  3  Trade  Dollar 
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The  Ten  Greatest  New  Orleans  Seated  Coins 


During  May  2004  club  members  were  sent  a  survey  form  asking  tiiem  to  list  their 
choices  for  the  20  Greatest  Seated  Coins  from  the  19'^  century.  Completed  survey 
forms  were  received  from  46  club  members  who  listed  many  different  combinations 
from  half  dimes  to  Trade  Dollars.  Some  respondents  ranked  the  dates  in  order  of 
preference  while  others  listed  their  choices  without  reference  to  rank.  A  listing  of  the 
top  40  coins  selected  in  this  survey  was  published  in  Issue  #92  of  the  journal  along 
with  the  number  of  votes  received  by  each  issue. 

With  the  successful  completion  of  this  survey  it  was  decided  to  conduct  a  second 
survey  to  identify  the  Ten  Greatest  Carson  City  Seated  Coins  during  May  2005.  The 
new  survey  form  listed  the  seventeen  Carson  City  coins  that  were  ranked  in  the  top 
40  among  all  Seated  issues  in  the  initial  survey.  Forms  were  sent  to  all  club  members 
asking  them  to  select  their  top  ten  choices  from  among  the  1 7  listed  issues.  This  time 
club  members  were  explicitly  asked  to  rank  their  choices  so  that  order  could  be 
considered  when  tabulating  the  results.  Completed  survey  forms  were  received  from 
47  club  members  and  the  results  published  in  Issue  #95  of  the  journal. 

A  third  survey  was  conducted  during  May  2006  to  identify  the  Ten  Greatest  San 
Francisco  Seated  Coins.  This  survey  form  listed  the  seventeen  San  Francisco  coins 
that  received  the  most  support  among  all  Seated  coinage  in  the  initial  survey.  Forms 
were  sent  to  all  club  members  asking  them  to  select  their  top  ten  choices  from  among 
the  17  listed  issues.  Club  members  were  again  asked  to  rank  their  choices  so  that 
order  could  be  considered  when  tabulating  the  results.  Completed  survey  forms 
were  received  from  79  club  members  and  the  results  published  in  Issue  #98  of  the 
journal. 

With  the  successful  completion  of  the  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco  mint 
surveys,  it  was  decided  to  conduct  a  final  branch  mint  survey  to  identify  the  Ten 
Greatest  New  Orleans  Seated  Coins.  A  survey  form  was  prepared  that  listed  the 
seventeen  New  Orleans  coins  that  received  the  most  support  among  all  Seated 
issues  in  the  initial  survey.  Forms  were  sent  to  all  club  members  during  May  2007 
asking  them  to  select  their  top  ten  choices  from  among  the  17  listed  issues.  Club 
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members  were  again  asked  to  rank  their  choices  so  that  order  could  be  considered 
when  tabulating  the  results.  Completed  survey  forms  were  received  from  73  club 
members  by  the  deadline  of  June  6,  2007. 

On  each  survey  form  club  members  chose  ten  of  the  1 7  issues  and  ranked  them 
from  1  to  1 0.  Points  were  assigned  to  each  rank  with  the  most  points  given  to  the  rank 
1 ,  and  fewer  points  assigned  to  each  rank  down  to  1 0.  A  listing  of  the  points  for  each 
rank  from  1  to  1 0  is  given  in  the  table  below.  This  is  the  same  point  system  that  was 
used  for  the  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco  surveys  during  the  two  previous  years. 

Points  Assigned  for  Each  Rank 

Rank  1      23456789  10 

Points  Assigned      20    15     12    10      8      6      4      3      2  1 

A  tabulation  of  the  votes  for  the  Ten  Greatest  New  Orleans  Seated  Coins  is  given 
in  the  table  below.  The  table  gives  the  number  of  votes  received  for  each  rank  by  the 
73  respondents  as  well  as  the  point  total  calculated  for  each  of  the  17  issues. 


Votes  Received  for  the  Ten  Greatest  New  Orleans  Seated  Coins 

Rank  Point 


# 

Issue 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total 

1. 

1 853-0  NA  50C  40 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

967 

2. 

1860-O  10C 

7 

6 

7 

11 

7 

5 

4 

3 

5 

5 

550 

3. 

1849-0  25C 

3 

11 

6 

9 

7 

5 

7 

4 

1 

2 

517 

4. 

1842-0  Sm  Dt  50C 

2 

7 

5 

5 

7 

9 

8 

8 

3 

0 

427 

5. 

1841-0  Tran  IOC 

3 

9 

8 

5 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

8 

423 

6. 

1842-0  Sm  Dt  25C 

2 

4 

8 

5 

4 

6 

6 

6 

8 

2 

374 

7. 

1840-O  WD  LgO  25C 

4 

8 

4 

3 

3 

6 

2 

3 

2 

9 

368 

8. 

1 853-0  NA  50 

0 

4 

7 

10 

1 

4 

8 

9 

7 

5 

354 

9. 

1861-0  50C 

5 

4 

2 

1 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

279 

10. 

1838-0  100 

1 

4 

6 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

5 

3 

249 

11. 

1852-0  250 

0 

3 

1 

3 

8 

6 

7 

6 

5 

5 

248 

12. 

1850-O$1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

5 

4 

4 

5 

10 

240 

13. 

1838-0  5C 

0 

3 

4 

2 

8 

3 

2 

6 

7 

5 

240 

14. 

1 840-O  Tran  50 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

2 

4 

4 

5 

5 

238 

15. 

1 846-0  $1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

6 

3 

2 

3 

3 

0 

153 

16. 

1 844-0  5C 

1 

0 

4 

2 

1 

2 

4 

3 

6 

3 

148 

17. 

1846-0  Tall  Dt  50C 

0 

1 

1 

6 

0 

4 

1 

4 

3 

5 

138 

The  results  clearly  show  that  the  1 853-0  No  Arrows  half  dollar  was  the  first  choice 
for  the  majority  of  the  members  with  40  of  the  73  respondents  placing  it  at  the  top  of 
their  list  While  this  issue  received  47  votes  for  the  top  three  positions,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  1 841  -0  Transitional  dime,  the  1 860-O  dime  and  the  1 849-0  quarter 
all  received  20  votes  for  the  top  three  positions  in  the  survey.  The  top  ten  listing 
contains  coins  from  four  different  denominations  and  included  three  dimes,  three 
quarters,  three  half  dollars  and  a  half  dime.  It  is  unfortunate  that  neither  of  the  Seated 
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dollars  representing  the  largest  denomination  struck  at  the  branch  nnint  was  Included 
in  the  top  ten.  The  list  did  include  the  1 838-0  dime  that  was  the  first  Seated  coin  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  and  the  1 861  -O  half  dollar  that  was  the  last  Seated 
coin  struck  at  the  mint  before  it  was  taken  over  by  the  Confederacy. 

A  few  more  facts  about  the  Ten  Greatest  New  Orleans  Seated  Coins  are  given  below: 

#1 

1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

This  is  the  rarest  issue  from  the  New  Orleans  mint  with  only  three  well  circulated 
examples  known  to  exist.  The  finest  of  these  is  the  Garrett  specimen  that  has  been 
graded  PCGS  VF-35.  It  was  most  recently  sold  for  $368,000  by  Stack's  as  Lot  #1 1 60 
in  the  Byers  sale  during  October  2006.  The  two  remaining  examples  grade  only  Good 
and  Very  Good.  This  issue  was  placed  in  the  top  spot  by  55%  of  the  respondents  and 
was  listed  among  the  top  ten  coins  by  86%  of  the  respondents. 

#2 

1860-O  Dime 

This  is  the  rarest  New  Orleans  dime  with  a  mintage  of  only  40,000  pieces  and 
examples  are  very  rare  in  mint  state.  The  finest  known  example  is  the  Lovejoy 
specimen  that  has  been  graded  NGC  MS-67.  This  coin  was  sold  by  Stack's  for 
$50,000  in  the  Lovejoy  sale  in  October  1990.  Another  mint  state  example  is  the 
Eliasberg  specimen  that  has  been  graded  NGC  MS-64.  This  piece  brought  $44,850 
when  it  appeared  in  the  DLRC  auction  of  the  Richmond  Collection  in  March  2005. 
While  only  18%  of  the  respondents  placed  this  issue  among  their  top  two  choices, 
it  received  strong  support  from  the  majority  of  members  with  52%  placing  it  among 
their  top  five  coins. 

#3 

1849-0  Quarter 

This  is  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  Seated  quarter  series  with  an  estimated  mintage 
of  only  1 6,000  pieces.  Most  of  the  available  coins  are  well  worn  but  several  mint  state 
specimens  are  known.  A  beautiful  deeply  toned  coin  that  was  graded  NGC  MS-64 
appeared  in  the  DLRC  auction  of  the  Richmond  Collection  in  March  2005.  Another 
example  described  as  MS-62  appeared  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  in  April  1997.  While  only  27%  of  the  respondents  placed  this 
issue  among  their  top  three  choices,  it  received  strong  support  from  the  majority  of 
members  with  66%  placing  it  among  their  top  seven  coins. 

#4 

1842-0  Small  Date  Half  Dollar 

This  is  a  very  rare  date  that  is  usually  found  in  average  circulated  grades.  It  is  very 
rare  in  mint  state  with  the  Eliasberg  specimen  being  described  as  MS-62,  prooflike, 
probably  the  finest  known  when  it  appeared  at  auction  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  April 
1997.  Only  two  respondents  placed  this  issue  at  the  top  of  their  list  but  it  received 
generally  strong  support  with  67%  of  the  members  placing  it  in  the  2"^  through  8''' 
position  in  their  listing. 
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#5 

1841-  0  Transitional  Dime 

This  transitional  variety  was  created  when  a  new  With  Drapery  obverse  was  used 
with  an  old  Closed  Bud  reverse  from  previous  years.  Two  reverse  varieties  are  known, 
one  with  a  Large  O  mintmark  and  the  other  with  a  Small  o  mintmark.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  there  are  no  more  than  40  examples  of  both  varieties  combined  with  the 
Large  O  variety  being  the  more  readily  available.  A  total  of  nine  transitional  dimes  were 
reported  in  the  recent  Seated  dime  census  that  was  published  in  Issue  #97  with  the 
finest  of  these  being  an  XF-40  specimen.  This  issue  received  mixed  support  from  the 
respondents,  most  likely  due  to  a  member's  experience  with  this  variety. 

#6 

1842-  0  Small  Date  Quarter 

This  is  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  Seated  quarter  series  that  is  very  difficult  to  find, 
especially  in  high  grade.  Only  one  mint  state  specimen  was  reported  in  the  recent 
Seated  quarter  census  that  was  published  in  Issue  #100.  An  example  graded  NGC 
MS-63  appeared  in  the  Heritage  auction  at  the  Denver  ANA  Convention  during 
August  2006.  There  was  generally  strong  support  for  this  issue  with  59%  of  the 
respondents  placing  it  in  the  3^^^  through  9""  position  in  their  listing. 

#7 

1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  Quarter 

This  transitional  variety  was  created  when  a  new  With  Drapery  obverse  was  used 
with  an  old  reverse  with  re-engraved  denticles.  This  interesting  variety  is  very  rare  with 
no  more  than  about  25  specimens  known.  Most  of  the  available  coins  are  well  worn  but 
a  few  high  grade  pieces  do  exist.  The  best  example  that  I  have  seen  was  a  well  struck 
piece  graded  PCGS  MS-63  that  appeared  in  the  Heritage  auction  at  the  Charlotte 
National  Money  Show  during  March  2007.  This  issue  received  mixed  support  from  the 
respondents,  most  likely  due  to  a  member's  experience  with  this  variety. 

#8 

1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 

This  is  the  only  collectible  1853  No  Arrows  coin  from  the  New  Orleans  mint.  It  is 
rare,  particularly  in  high  grade  and  most  of  the  available  pieces  have  very  weak  dates. 
In  lower  grades  the  date  is  often  very  difficult  to  read.  Even  the  Eliasberg  specimen 
that  was  graded  MS-64  when  it  sold  at  auction  in  May  1996  had  weak  digits  in  the 
date.  None  of  the  73  respondents  placed  this  issue  at  the  top  of  their  list  but  75%  of 
the  members  placed  it  among  their  top  ten  coins. 

#9 

1861-0  Half  Dollar 

This  issue  had  the  highest  mintage  of  the  New  Orleans  mint  coins  under 
consideration  for  this  listing  but  it  was  the  last  Seated  coin  struck  at  this  branch  mint 
before  it  was  taken  over  by  the  Confederacy.  Examples  of  this  issue  are  in  demand 
as  the  only  collectible  coin  struck  by  the  CSA.  Many  thousands  exist  and  they  can 
be  obtained  in  all  grades  including  mint  state.  Randy  Wiley  described  1 4  collectible 
die  marriages  for  this  date  in  Issue  #94  of  the  journal  and  this  group  of  coins  would 
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make  a  nice  set  in  itself  for  the  Seated  half  dollar  specialist.  Of  particular  interest  would 
be  the  existence  of  some  1 861  -0  proof  coins  that  were  listed  by  Randy  Wiley  in  Issue 
#97  of  the  journal.  Most  recently  an  example  described  as  Brilliant  Proof  was  sold  for 
$17,250  in  the  Stack's  auction  of  the  Byers  Collection  in  October  2006.  This  issue 
received  scattered  support  from  the  respondents,  most  likely  a  function  of  a  member's 
interest  in  the  Civil  War  and  the  coins  struck  during  this  period  in  US  history. 

#10 
1838-0  Dime 

This  dime  was  the  first  coin  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  when  30  pieces 
were  delivered  on  May  7,  1 838.  This  date  is  popular  as  a  type  coin  and  rare  in  mint 
state  but  average  circulated  pieces  are  generally  available  to  the  interested  collector. 
The  Eliasberg  specimen  was  graded  MS-64  when  it  sold  at  auction  in  May  1 996.  More 
recently  the  beautifully  toned  Pittman  specimen  was  graded  NGC  MS-64  when  it  was 
sold  by  DLRC  Auctions  in  the  Richmond  Collection  in  March  2005.  This  issue 
received  scattered  support  from  respondents,  most  likely  due  to  the  significance 
each  member  placed  upon  its  historical  importance. 

The  Editor 

(  \ 

Liberty  Seated  Mint  Errors 

Meaningful  research  on  a  coinage  series  must,  of  necessity,  include  the  study  of  respective 
error  coins.  At  the  very  least,  such  study  can  either  support  or  dispel  the  written  record.  In  many 
instances,  however,  new  information  is  brought  forward.  Few  Liberty  Seated  errors  exist,  fewer 
than  in  other  obsolete  series,  and  they  are  held  in  scattered  collections  for  many  years  primarily 
as  oddities  rather  than  as  valuable  research  tools.  Therefore,  the  opportunity  to  study  Liberty 
Seated  errors  is  as  rare  as  the  opportunity  to  purchase  them. 

HALF  DIMES 

1 858  VF-25. 1 0%  curved  clip  @  1 2:00  with  large  Blakesley  effect,  dark  gray  toning. 

This  may  be  the  largest  clip  known  in  the  Seated  half  dime  series  and  it  is  probably 
the  same  sole  example  enumerated  in  the  1 0%-20%  column  of  the  IECPG(lllustrated 
Error  Coin  Pricing  Guide)  included  on  page  1 07  of  The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia(first 
edition,  1991). 

1861  EF-40.  4%  curved  clip  @  5:00  with  strong  Blakesley  effect,  medium  gray 
toning.  Strongly  clashed  dies.  An  area  of  shallow  strike-through  in  field  to  left  of 
Liberty's  arm  and  affecting  D  in  UNITED  and  S  in  STATES. 

Price  for  the  pair  of  Half  Dimes  $435 

Terms:  Conservative  grading  by  "pre-gradeflation"  technical  standards.  Three  day 
return  privilege  for  coins  in  an  original  untampered  holder.  Postage  &  insurance  are 
extra.  Please  make  payment  by  bank  draft  or  U.S.  international  postal  money  order  in 
U.S.  funds. 

Robert  Kril  •  LSCC  #1325 

P.O.  Box  40585  •  5230  Dundas  St.  W.  •  Toronto,  Ontario  •  Canada  I\/I9B  6K8 
E-mail:  controlsystems@sympatico.ca 

^   .  f 
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LSCC  Spring  Regional  IVIeeting 


LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention  in 
Chicago,  Illinois  during  April  2008.  The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Donald  E. 
Stephens  Convention  Center  in  Rosemont,  Illinois  from  April  16-19,  2008.  The  club 
meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00AM  on  Friday  April  1 8'^  at  the  convention  center. 
The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  announced  in  the  convention  program. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  club  members  with  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  Seated  coinage.  It  is  expected  that  some  preliminary  information  on  the 
results  of  the  Seated  dollar  census  will  be  available  for  review  at  the  meeting.  A  club 
census  for  Trade  Dollars  in  January  2009  will  also  be  discussed. 

Plans  for  the  publication  of  Issue  #1 02  during  July  2008  will  be  presented.  We  will 
continue  with  a  color  cover  and  an  expanded  format  for  the  third  issue  of  the  current 
club  year.  This  will  be  the  final  opportunity  for  club  members  to  contribute  to  the  club 
celebration  recognizing  the  publication  of  100  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

A  proposal  has  been  made  to  reprint  the  material  in  Issues  #1 00,  #101  and  #1 02 
in  book  form  to  be  used  as  a  promotion  to  demonstrate  the  quality  and  scope  of  the 
research  currently  being  published  in  the  journal.  The  historical  material  published 
in  these  issues  is  likely  to  be  of  interest  to  many  individuals  searching  for  information 
on  numismatic  events  from  the  past. 

The  Editor 

 ~  >| 

Wanted  to  Buy 

Seated  Dimes  with: 
Rotated  Reverses    •  Cuds 

Major  Die  Breaks    •    Better  Dates 

Please  forward  information  on  any  available  coins  to: 
Jason@seated.org 

Jason  Feldman  •  LSCC  #2003 

P.O.  Box  8600 
Jupiter,  Florida  33468 

Telephone:  (305)  409-2000 

There  are  some  dimes  listed  for  sale  at: 

www.seateddime.com 

\  .  ^ 
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Another  1842  Seated  Dollar  with  Rim  Cuds 


While  attending  the  Wespenex  Coin  Show  recently,  I  noticed  an  interesting  1842 
Seated  dollar  with  three  large  and  separate  rim  cuds  in  Mark  Simon's  On-The-Mark 
inventory.  I  couldn't  resist  buying  this  very  late  die  state  coin  with  a  mintage  of  only 
1 84,61 8  pieces.  With  thoughts  of  publishing  an  article  in  the  journal  on  this  unusual 
coin,  I  did  a  literature  search  through  my  Collective  Volumes.  Imagine  my  surprise 
when  I  discovered  a  picture  of  a  coin  sent  in  by  Larry  Briggs  in  exactly  the  same  die 
state  in  Issue  #58  of  the  journal.  On  the  next  two  pages  of  the  Collective  Volume  there 
were  comments  from  three  other  collectors  who  had  reported  on  their  own  examples 
of  this  variety  in  subsequent  issues  of  the  journal.  An  example  with  only  two  rim  cuds 
had  even  been  reported  by  David  Rubin  in  Issue  #42  of  the  journal.  He  also  noted 
that  the  digit  2  in  the  date  was  doubled  and  that  there  was  part  of  an  extra  digit  in  the 
rock  above  the  gap  between  the  4  and  2  in  the  date.  My  coin  also  shows  these 
features  indicating  that  they  are  examples  of  the  same  variety. 

It  turned  out  that  I  was  not  the  first  member  to  report  an  example  of  this  interesting 
variety,  but  I  did  learn  a  lot  about  this  die  state  from  research  done  by  other  members. 
Rim  cuds  are  thought  to  be  the  result  of  breakages  in  the  collar.  In  this  case  there  was 
breakage  at  three  different  places  on  the  collar,  a  very  rare  occurrence.  This  very  late 
die  state  is  likely  near  the  terminal  state  for  this  variety.  Coins  with  the  three  rim  cuds 
are  relatively  rare  since  most  of  the  pieces  struck  from  this  die  pair  would  not  have 
the  cuds. 

Michael  Fey 
LSCC#1517 
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Fortin  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  2007 


Gerry  Fortin  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  2007  for  his  contribution 
"Liberty  Seated  Dime  Survey  Results -The  Top  100  Varieties"  that  appeared  in  Issue 
#97  of  the  journal.  The  Ahwash  Award  is  given  annually  for  the  best  article  to  appear 
in  the  journal  as  voted  by  the  club  members.  This  year's  award  covered  the  material 
published  in  Issues  #97  to  #99  and  the  award  winner  was  determined  as  a  result  of 
a  vote  by  club  members  during  October  2007.  There  were  270  ballots  received  from 
club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  three  articles  which  they  liked 
best  during  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote  for  three  articles 
because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread  the  votes  out  among  many 
articles.  There  were  705  votes  cast  from  the  270  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the 
results  is  given  below. 

RANK  ARTICLE  AND  AUTHOR  VOTES 

1 .  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Survey  Results  -  The  Top  100  Varieties 

by  Gerry  Fortin  75 

2.  Rare  1870-CC  Quarter  Unearthed  in  Nevada  Ghost  Town 

by  Len  Augsburger  73 

3.  The  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  in  1840 

by  Randy  Wiley  69 

4.  Major  Varieties  of  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

by  Duncan  Lee  68 

5.  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Prices  Versus  Market  Value 
for  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

by  Greg  Shishmanian  58 

6.  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Survey  Results 

by  Paul  Bradley  50 

7.  Coining  Authority  and  Rarity  for  Die  Marriages  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars 

by  Randy  Wiley  48 

8.  The  Jules  Reiver  Collection  of  Seated  Quarters 

by  Bob  Foster  39 

9.  The  1 846  Half  Dime,  a  True  Orphan 

by  Ken  Cable-Camilleis   33 

10.  The  Kevin  Ward  Collection  of  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

by  Greg  Shishmanian   33 

1 1 .  Describing  Rarity  in  Numismatics 

by  Michael  Fey    31 

1 2.  Liberty  Seated  Coinage  and  the  1 873  Assay  Commission 

by  Len  Augsburger   24 

1 3.  Die  Characteristics  for  the  1 878-S  Half  Dollar 

by  Bill  Bugert   23 

1 4.  The  1 873  Closed  3  Quarter  and  its  Reverses 

by  Len  Augsburger   22 
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RANK  ARTICLE  AND  AUTHOR  VOTES 

1 5.  Die  Marriages  for  the  1 857-S  Half  Dollar 

by  Bill  Bugert   17 

16.  The  Reiver  1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  Quarter 

by  Michael  Fey  9 

17.  An  1874-CC  Half  Dollar  with  Several  Misplaced  Digits 

by  Paul  Brill  7 

18.  A  Theory  on  Localized  Die  Doubling 

by  Tom  DeLorey  7 

19.  A  Deeply  Tarnished  1860-O  Half  Dollar 

by  Weimar  White  6 

20.  An  Interesting  1859-0  Half  Dime 

by  Weimar  White  6 

21 .  A  Study  of  the  1 858-0  WB-1 06  Half  Dollar 

by  Bill  Bugert   5 

22.  The  1856  Notched  1  Half  Dollar 

by  Bill  Bugert   2 


With  all  of  the  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article  award,  it  is 
evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However, 
even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader,  and 
therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  voting  procedure  allows  club  members  to  vote  for  the  Ahwash  Award 
while  sending  in  their  club  dues  for  the  new  year.  This  procedure  has  been  successful 
in  increasing  the  voting  for  this  prestigious  award. 

The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  the  time  to  vote  for  this 
important  award.  We  would  also  like  to  thank  all  those  members  who  contributed 
articles  during  the  past  year  and  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting  and 
exciting  material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 
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Identifying  Seated  Obverses  by  Denomination 

by 

Len  Augsburger 

At  the  club  meeting  during  the  Baltimore  show  in  March  2007  club  members 
participated  in  a  coin  quiz  where  they  were  asked  to  identify  the  denomination  of 
Seated  coins  from  equally  sized  obverse  images.  While  the  Seated  designs  on  the 
different  denominations  may  appear  identical  to  the  casual  observer,  a  more  careful 
examination  will  reveal  a  unique  set  of  features  that  will  identify  the  denomination  for 
each  Seated  image.  As  an  illustration  I  have  presented  equally  sized  pictures  of  the 
obverse  for  a  Seated  half  dime,  dime,  quarter,  half  dollar  and  dollar  from  the  year 
1 848.  Each  of  these  images  shows  a  Seated  figure  with  thirteen  stars  in  an  arc  about 
the  periphery.  They  have  been  randomly  identified  as  Obverse  A  to  Obverse  E  and 
represent  the  five  Seated  designs  that  were  used  during  this  period.  Can  you  match 
each  obverse  with  its  denomination?  At  the  meeting  in  Baltimore  club  members  were 
asked  to  identify  the  specific  attributes  of  each  image  that  identified  its  denomination. 
Members  were  discouraged  from  giving  answers  like,  "It's  a  dollar  because  it  just 
looks  like  a  dollar." 

Several  features  that  distinguish  the  different  obverse  designs  are  as  follows: 

Shield  Position:  The  orientation  of  the  shield  can  be  used  to  distinguish  several 
of  the  obverse  designs.  The  shield  is  in  the  upright  position  on  two  of  the  designs 
while  it  is  tilted  to  the  left  on  the  other  three  designs. 

Shield  Stripes:  The  number  of  lines  in  the  vertical  shield  stripes  is  not  the  same 
for  all  five  designs.  Two  of  the  designs  have  three  lines  in  each  of  the  vertical  stripes 
while  the  other  three  have  only  two  lines  in  each  vertical  stripe. 

Line  Segments  Over  R:  The  line  segments  over  the  R  on  the  shield  ribbon  vary 
on  the  five  designs.  These  segments  vary  in  number  and  strength  on  the  different 
denominations.  One  design  has  short  weak  segments  while  the  other  four  have 
strong  segments. 


Obverse  A 
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Obverse  D  Obverse  E 


Star  Orientation:  Each  of  the  designs  has  thirteen  stars  in  an  arc  around  the 
periphery.  Two  of  the  designs  have  star  points  that  extend  out  to  the  denticles  while 
the  other  three  have  star  points  that  extend  out  to  the  adjacent  stars.  This  feature  was 
previously  discussed  by  Tom  DeLorey  in  Issue  #68  of  the  journal. 

Drapery:  The  drapery  below  the  elbow  has  a  different  shape  for  the  five  designs 
and  it  has  different  folds  as  it  drops  down  toward  the  knee.  One  design  has  only  weak 
drapery  lines  that  drop  down  from  the  elbow  while  the  others  have  strong  drapery 
folds  that  drop  down  below  the  knee. 
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Finger  Position:  The  position  of  the  fingers  on  the  pole  is  another  feature  that 
distinguishes  the  designs.  Two  designs  have  four  fingers  wrapped  around  the  pole 
while  the  other  three  have  three  fingers  around  the  pole  and  a  fourth  that  points  up 
the  pole  toward  the  cap. 

There  are  many  other  minor  differences  in  the  Seated  designs  that  can  be 
identified  with  further  study.  There  are  differences  in  the  shape  of  the  rock  base  and 
the  drapery  folds  in  the  gown.  There  are  differences  in  the  facial  features  of  Miss 
Liberty  and  in  the  style  of  her  hair.  There  are  differences  in  the  placement  of  the  pole 
relative  to  Liberty's  elbow  and  in  the  way  the  gown  covers  her  foot.  It  is  clear  that  each 
design  is  a  completely  new  version  of  the  Seated  figure  that  represents  its  denomi- 
nation. Specific  characteristics  that  identify  each  of  the  denominations  are  given  in 
the  paragraphs  below. 

Half  Dime:  This  obverse  has  an  upright  shield  with  two  lines  in  each  of  the  vertical 
stripes  and  weak  line  segments  above  the  R  on  the  shield.  Star  points  extend  out 
toward  the  adjacent  stars  and  there  are  strong  drapery  folds  that  extend  down  below 
the  knee.  This  design  has  three  fingers  wrapped  around  the  pole  and  a  fourth  finger 
that  points  up  toward  the  cap.  Obverse  E. 

Dime:  This  obverse  has  an  upright  shield  with  two  lines  in  each  of  the  vertical 
stripes  and  two  strong  line  segments  above  the  R  on  the  shield.  Star  points  extend 
out  toward  the  adjacent  stars  and  there  are  strong  drapery  folds  that  extend  down 
below  the  knee.  This  design  has  three  fingers  wrapped  around  the  pole  and  a  fourth 
finger  that  points  up  toward  the  cap.  Obverse  B. 

Quarter:  This  obverse  has  a  shield  that  is  tilted  to  the  left  with  two  lines  in  each  of 
the  vertical  stripes  and  two  strong  line  segments  above  the  R  on  the  shield.  Star 
points  extend  out  toward  the  adjacent  stars  and  there  are  strong  drapery  folds  that 
extend  down  below  the  knee.  This  design  has  three  fingers  wrapped  around  the  pole 
and  a  fourth  finger  that  points  up  toward  the  cap.  Obverse  D. 

Half  Dollar:  This  obverse  has  a  shield  that  is  tilted  to  the  left  with  three  lines  in  each 
of  the  vertical  stripes  and  three  strong  line  segments  above  the  R  on  the  shield.  Star 
points  extend  out  toward  the  denticles  and  there  are  only  weak  drapery  lines  that 
extend  down  from  the  elbow  to  the  leg  below.  This  design  has  four  fingers  wrapped 
around  the  pole.  Obverse  A. 

Seated  Dollar:  This  obverse  has  a  shield  that  is  tilted  to  the  left  with  three  lines  in 
each  of  the  vertical  stripes  and  three  strong  line  segments  above  the  R  on  the  shield. 
Star  points  extend  out  toward  the  denticles  and  there  are  strong  drapery  folds  that 
extend  down  below  the  knee.  This  design  has  four  fingers  wrapped  around  the  pole. 
Obverse  C. 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTVfiEflTED  Co™R8  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 
CITY   


STATE 


ZIP 


COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □ 
YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  61 14 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1849-0  Quarter  Graded  PCGS  AU-58 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


